-----Original Message-----
From: Vic Melfa 
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2003 11:03 PM
To: Holy Cross Alumni & Friends (E-mail)
Subject: FW: Update on Top Crusader & Benefactor Rebuffed by College re ProAbortion Matthews Graduation Speaker!
To: Holy Cross Alumni & Friends 
Re: Update on Top Crusader & Benefactor Rebuffed by College re ProAbortion Matthews Graduation Speaker!
 

This letter is to update you on what has turned out to be a MAJOR NATIONAL NEWS STORY on HOLY CROSS and ITS CATHOLICITY that is helping to draw the lines on where many Alumni and others stand with respect to their Catholic Faith. It is the story of the crude rebuff of a major Holy Cross Contributor who protested against the college on a matter of our Catholic faith, and of the confusion on abortion rights sown by our beloved College of The Holy Cross!   

 

 

THE RESPONSE
 

I previously asked you to help our efforts by contacting Bishop Reilly and Fr. McFarland to tell them about your concerns, and to let me know where you stood on this issue.  Due to our request and the tremendous news generated, several hundred of you have taken action and already responded to me, mostly supporting our position (PROs), but a surprising number against (CONs) us!
 

Most of  these  "CONs" - those AGAINST US -  were either the younger graduates (Post '71) or "educators"!  We believe this shows the lack of proper Catholic formation many of the younger Alumni have received. Also, it confirms the strong liberal bias reported in many recent college faculty surveys. We were shook that many younger grads defend abortion itself, not just "legal abortion".

 

Unfortunately, many respondents just asked to be removed from our mailing list, or complained and asked to be removed, or just called us names! This shows the lack of interest of so many graduates which we believe is irresponsible, but their not even wanting to continue to learn or argue the merits of the situation is most disconcerting. Some castigated me for "illegally" using their email addresses! (fyi - it is perfectly legal! If there are any questions on this, please let me know.) 

 

Fortunately, many new "PROs" - those FOR US - joined our efforts by writing, calling and contributing. Many who do not have email heard about us and this issue thru the news media for the first time and contacted us. (This is why we need more financial contributions.) They were very grateful for hearing of us because they thought they were alone in their opposition to the non-Catholic happenings on the Hill. Some asked whether it was too late to change Holy Cross. Many have stopped supporting the college but want to join our efforts. (See Important Report from The Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society - Renewing its Catholic Identity - 10/4/02 for Why the HCCNS? Why it is Not Too Late. And, what this has to do with You, the Church Scandal and our Culture!) 
 

 

OUR BASIC POSITIONS ON AN ABORTION SPEAKER & REBUFF OF TOP CRUSADER
 
Before we address the NEWS and ACTION items below, let's make sure we all understand:

 
It is not only wrong for "Catholic" Holy Cross to be honoring "Pro-Abortion" Chris Matthews on May 23rd by selecting him as the principal speaker and awarding him an Honorary Degree, but it is incredible that Holy Cross has completely ignored with silence the multiple pleadings of one of the top supporters of the college! 

 
First, concerning an Abortion Speaker, the 2 major arguments of the CONs are: 

 

1.Matthews says he is against abortion,  even though they admit he is for  "legal abortion", i.e. he is against laws prohibiting it. Fr. McFarland echoed that argument.

 

2. In its "worship on the altar of diversity", Holy Cross should allow ALL viewpoints of "famous" people to speak on campus, even honored at graduation.  

 

The answers to these arguments are both simple and complex. Their complexity is a major reason the HCCNS exists, - to help educate what is required of a college to represent itself as Catholic and the infractions at Holy Cross. These are explored and presented IN DEPTH on our website at www.HCCNS.org which you are urged to study. (As an aside, famous PRO-LIFE alumni were DENIED the use of a room during the upcoming Reunion Weekend on 6/6 to explore these issues even though last years' gathering was a hugh success!!!) Because of the importance of this subject we have just begun a new  Pro-Life - Respect for the Unborn Document Section and a Pro-Life Links Section on our website.  

 

The simple answer to the CON arguments  is abortion is the deliberate killing of an innocent defenseless human being. Therefore, there should be laws against it, and to be against such laws is condoning, if not promoting, abortion. This is according to natural law and Church Teaching for 2000 years. It has also been confirmed by Holy Cross College and the Jesuits themselves: ----

 

Holy Cross' own "Statement of Position on Abortion" of 12/11/91, says that Holy Cross "has a right and responsibility to profess that, in the light of revelation, abortion is morally wrong. The College, therefore, will not grant official recognition to any organization that seeks to or is perceived to advance a right to abortion, nor will it allow College funds to be used to such purpose." 

 

Surprisingly the Jesuits just recently published their definitive statement to "fervently renew our opposition to abortion and our support for the unborn" in which they wished "to underscore the correctness of Catholic Church teaching regarding abortion", saying "those yet to be born, must be treated with respect and protected by the laws of our nation". See STANDING FOR THE UNBORN: A Statement of The Society of Jesus in the United States on Abortion - 3/25/03  
 

Secondly, BESIDES THE ISSUE OF ABORTION, YOU HAVE TO ASK YOURSELF 2 QUESTIONS:--
 
WHY DID HOLY CROSS TREAT CHARLIE MILLARD THE WAY IT DID?  

 
WHAT SHOULD I DO ABOUT IT?
 
Few alumni have done as much for Holy Cross as Charles Millard '54 - Trustee 20 years, Chairman 5 years, past Honorary Degree recipient, major benefactor, sent his eight children there, chosen for the In Hoc Signo Award at this upcoming reunion, ETC!

 

Out of his respect for the college he had been a quiet supporter of us because of his concern over recent events at the college undermining its "Catholic identity". 

 

However, Holy Cross Trustees and President completely ignored Mr.. Millard's four protest letters with silence! What an insult! This is the Holy Cross that prides itself on its openness, diversity and fairness! It was after this that he reluctantly went public and we wholeheartedly supported him. 

 

Any serious Holy Cross Alumnus now has an excellent example of someone who loves the College but also has the courage of his Catholic convictions to criticize it and to let others know! Let's follow this example and spread the word! Please join with us to learn and expose the wrongs that are happening on Mt. St. James. 

 
 

NOW FOR THE NEWS --- 
 
Stay tuned to the new section on our website which now has over 25 news stories, documents & letters and is being added to everyday at:

 

Top Crusader & HC Benefactor Ignored by College
re Pro Abortion/Matthews Graduation Speaker!
 

See the News Articles that have already been printed in the Boston Sunday Globe, Catholic Free Press, Worcester Telegram, National Review Online, The Washington Times, the Catholic World News, and many more to come! 

 

Besides Charlie Millard's FOUR UNANSWERED LETTERS TO THE TRUSTEES AND HIS CONSEQUENT NATIONAL PRESS RELEASE, read several powerful sample letters including that of a graduating HC student to the Trustees threathening to walk out of commencement when/if Matthews speaks, and the scathing letter from the President of the national Cardinal Newman Society to Fr. McFarland copying the Bishop.

 

Finally, here are the powerful OPEN LETTERS PRINTED in the Catholic Free Press and sent to all the Trustees and Bishop. (The actual pdf copies are on the site with added information.)

 

AN OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT MCFARLAND and the HOLY CROSS BOARD OF TRUSTEES - a 1/2 Page Ad in the Catholic Free Press, including theologian Fr. Richard John Neuhaus' objection to McFarland's statement that Matthews' public position on abortion is "allowable in Catholic thought." - CFP - 4/25/03
 

"An Open Letter to Chris Matthews", copies to HC Board of Trustees, from Sample of both Young & Old Alumni! - "Prayers for Chris Matthews to be part of Degree?" - Ad in CFP - 5/2/03
 

"Going Wobbly or Standing For The Unborn?" - Open Letter to Pres. McFarland from Charles E. Millard '54, L.H.D. '99, Chairman of the Board 1977-1982 - 5/9/03
 

 

There are also over 50 postings from Alumni & Supporters in our DISCUSSION FORUM where you are encouraged to post your thoughts, questions and comments. 

 

In addition to Mathews receiving an Honorary Degree, one will also be awarded by a Ms. Iris Cantor, founder of the Iris Cantor Women Health Centers at UCLA and in New York. Amongst other services, these centers provide "Family Planning"  and "Contraception"  counseling. Also, the New York center refers woman to PLANNED PARENTHOOD for STD problems. Finally,  they will schedule women for ABORTIONS or refer them to ABORTION CLINICS! 

 

For completeness, if you don't already know, Cardinal Avery Dulles S.J. will also be receiving an Honorary Degree! - That's OUR bone! Too bad HE WILL NOT BE SPEAKING since he is diametrically opposed to much of what is happening at the Cross.  At a 2001 talk to the national Cardinal Newman Society on Cardinal Newman he said: "If Newman were alive today, he would enthusiastically embrace the principals set forth by John Paul II in Ex corde Ecclesiae." This contrasts with Holy Cross' reaction to the Bishops overwhelming approval of Ex corde as "disappointing" and on which they are in NON-COMPLIANCE. His talk and HC's Press Release are on our website. 
 

Finally, GOOD NEWS -- BISHOP TIMLIN has just announced his REFUSAL TO ATTEND THE Jesuit UNIVERSITY of SCRANTON where CHRIS MATTHEWS IS SCHEDULED TO ALSO SPEAK AND RECEIVE AN HONORARY DEGREE! 

 

Also, MORE GOOD NEWS  -- The ARCHDIOCESE of New York has responded to the Cardinal Newman Society's protests against MARIST COLLEGE's selection of Pro-Abortion NY AG Eliot Spitzer to give their commencement address by declaring the college "is no longer a Catholic institution,"!!!

Please check in with our website regularly for the latest news, especially over the next month. 

 

 
ACTION ---------
 

In conjunction with central Massachusetts Pro Life groups, we will have a PRAYFUL PROTEST DEMONSTRATION at Graduation, a week from Friday. Locals are urged to join us at 9 AM Friday May 23 at the College Entrance. Bring your rosary and a sign if you wish. If there are any questions or you wish to attend, please email me, or contact Laurie Letourneau at lprolife@aol.com or 508-842-4807, or me at 508-890-8500 asap. 
 

Laurie, President of Life Action League of Massachusetts, did a 1/2 hour interview of me about  Holy Cross's Catholic Identity and some of its Problems, the Formation and Activities of the HCCNS, Holy Cross' (mis?)representation as a Catholic College, and its honoring Chris Matthews at this year's Graduation. It will be shown on WCCA Channel 13 in Worcester on Monday 5/19 12:30 AM, Tuesday 5/20 11:30 AM and 10:30 PM, and Wednesday 5/21 at 2:00 PM. If you want to borrow the tape for a few days for yourself or to show it on public cable, let me know with a $20 handling donation and we will put you on the list. 

 

Next, please contact Bishop Reilly and Fr. McFarland, and copy me on any emails or letters.  Note that the Bishop did decide a few years ago NOT to attend commencement at Assumption College because it was honoring the previous Lt. Governor, Jane Swift, a "pro-choicer". 

 

Bishop Daniel Reilly
Bishop of Worcester Diocese

c/o fpiccolomini@worcesterdiocese.org
508-791-7171

49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA  01609

Home: (508) 757-6166
 

Fr. Michael C. McFarland S.J., President Holy Cross College, 

mmcfarla@holycross.edu
508-793-2011
One College Street, Worcester, MA 01610-2395

 

 

Finally, if you haven't, please go to our website www.hccns.org, see all we have done with little help,  and register with us. Today we are officially one year old! We were formally formed on May 14 last year, on St. Matthias', Judas' replacement, feast day! Thousands of alumni agree with us, and our website has had over 18,000 visits in one year! Please consider donating as much as you can to help us continue this important work of gathering and disseminating important information to many who have no idea of what is happening at the Cross and blindly continue to support it.  Our 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit Tax Exemption is now Pending, independently guaranteed to us, and we expect it to be granted retroactive to 1/16/03 when we incorporated. 

 

Thank you and God Bless you!!
May St. Matthias bless us all! 

 

Vic Melfa, Crusader for Christ,  Class of 1957
President, Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society Inc. 
www.HolyCrossCardinalNewmanSociety.org


 HYPERLINK "mailto:Vic@TheTrainingAssociates.com" Vic@TheTrainingAssociates.com,
508-890-8500, 800-241-8868 - Generally available 10 to 7PM
Personal Fax: 718-535-5417

Home: 508-870-2925


 

(If you wish to be removed from this mailing list, please reply to this email with the word REMOVE in the subject AND make sure your reply comes from the same email address that we used so we can be sure to identify you. We respect your privacy, but since we are a non-profit volunteer organization it might take a few weeks before finally removed. Thank you. ) 

