Purposes & Activities

Founded in 1993, the Cardinal Newman Society is the only national organization dedicated to the renewal of Catholic higher education in accordance with Ex corde Ecclesiae, Pope John Paul II’s 1990 apostolic constitution on Catholic higher education.

Our mission is to:

TEACH the general public about the Catholic Church’s message concerning the nature and value of Catholic higher education.

ADVOCATE the faithful implementation of Ex corde Ecclesiae at all levels of the Catholic higher education community.

ASSIST trustees, administrators, faculty, staff, students, and alumni in efforts to renew the religious identity of Catholic colleges and universities.

Our current activities include:

· the Catholic Student Leadership Program, training students to help develop a Christian culture on campus;

· the Campus “Culture of Life” Project to assist pro-life education for students, help develop on-campus services for pregnant students, and address campus policies to end college sponsorship of abortion advocacy;

· the Campus Media Project to assist and help establish independent campus publications that address Catholic issues and concerns;

· public efforts to focus attention on campus life and needs of students, including ongoing development of recommended guidelines for student life on Catholic campuses;

· national and campus-specific conferences and lectures;

· a quarterly magazine-style newsletter and a weekly e-mail newsletter, The Turnaround, reporting on developments and innovative practices in Catholic higher education;

· media outreach to ensure fair and accurate reporting on issues related to the implementation of Ex corde Ecclesiae;

· support and advice to trustees, administrators, faculty, staff, students, and alumni who are working according to their proper roles within the higher education community to strengthen Catholic identity; and

· support and advice for prospective college students and their parents who are interested in a Catholic college education.

Board of Directors

L. Brent Bozell III: President, Media Research Center.  President, Parents Television Council.  1998 Alumnus of the Year, University of Dallas.

Connaught Marshner (Chairman): Nonprofit consultant.  Former Student Affairs Director, Christendom College.  Former Vice President, Free Congress Foundation.
J. Laurence McCarty: Board of Directors, Human Life International.  Former Chairman, Christendom College.  Former Vice President, Prudential Insurance Co.

Manuel Miranda, Esq.: Attorney, formerly with international law firm White & Case.  Mentor to several student groups at Georgetown University.

Rev. Paul Scalia: Parochial Vicar, St. Patrick’s Church, Spotsylvania, Virginia.  Founding editor of Fenwick Review, College of the Holy Cross.

President & CEO

The Society’s full-time President and CEO is Patrick J. Reilly.  He is also President of Non-Profit Consulting, which provides development and other assistance to tax-exempt organizations, and a Senior Fellow at the Capital Research Center, a Washington, D.C. think tank on issues related to philanthropy and nonprofit activity.  He serves on the board of directors of the Brent Society of the Diocese of Arlington.

Reilly was previously the Society’s founding Executive Director (1993-1996), Chairman (1996-1998), and Executive Director again (1999-2001).  He has served as Executive Director of Citizens for Educational Freedom, higher education analyst for the U.S. House education committee, Program Analyst for the Postsecondary Division of the U.S. Department of Education, Education Policy Analyst for the Heritage Foundation, and Media Consultant for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops.  He also has served as Chairman of American Collegians for Life.

Reilly is a member of the Fellowship of Catholic Scholars and the Society of Catholic Social Scientists.  Reilly is co-editor of Newman’s Idea of a University: The American Response (Newman House Press, 2002) and his book Choosing a Catholic College will be published in fall 2002.  He has written numerous articles on Catholic higher education and other education and Catholic issues.

Reilly graduated from Fordham University (New York) in 1991 with a B.A. in political science and journalism.  He also received a master’s degree in public administration from The American University (Washington, D.C.) in 1993. 

