AN OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT MCFARLAND

AND THE HOLY CROSS BOARD OF TRUSTEES

(In Favor of A Litmus Test)

I write in furtherance of my protest of the awarding of an honorary degree to Chris Matthews. Mr. Matthews has described himself (on numerous occasions) as “pro-abortion”and “I’m for abortion rights.” And yet, you persist in offering him this honor 

in spite of the teachings of the Church, the Society of Jesus, and the College.

No less an authority than Rev. Richard John Neuhaus has studied Fr. McFarland’s statement in the April 15th Worcester Telegram & Gazette. (See Sidebar Left)

In your Boston Globe interview, Fr. McFarland, you said Holy Cross does not have an “oversimplified litmus test” for honorary degrees. Respectfully, you are not screening candidates for the judiciary; you are presenting the highest honor from a college that wants to be “credibly Catholic.”

I humbly suggest that a simple litmus test is not only desirable but should be mandatory in such selections. Had there been such a test, it would have revealed Mr. Matthews’ frequent, consistent and forceful pro-abortion stance (See Sidebar Right). Further, I suggest it would have resulted in a different decision.

It is not too late, at minimum, to include a disclaimer in the citation. This seems fair to all: he gets his degree, you silence me and the College confirms its pro-life position.

Lift High The Cross!

Charles E.F. Millard, ‘54

Chairman of the Board, 1977 – 1982

P.S.:  What an affront to Cardinal Dulles to ask him to receive an honorary degree at this year’s commencement under the same circumstances.

HOLY CROSS ALUMNI, STUDENTS, PARENTS, FRIENDS:

Contact Fr. McFarland and/or Board Chairman Michael Collins

TO LET THEM KNOW OF YOUR DISAGREEMENT.

By Mail to: College of The Holy Cross, Worcester, MA 01610
By Telephone or by Email to:  the information listed below
Fr. Michael McFarland




    Michael F. Collins, MD

508.793.2525 617.789.3187

mmcfarla@holycross.edu




    michaelcollins@cchts.org

If anyone needs further information, I can be reached at:

772-546-1507 or by email at oxygent@webtv.net

Charles EF Millard

[Sidebar Left]

Fr. Richard John Neuhaus’ Statement

April 17, 2003

“I am deeply puzzled by the statement of Fr. McFarland that Mr. Chris Matthews’ 

public position on abortion is “allowable in Catholic thought.” The authoritative teaching of the Catholic Church – many times reiterated by the Holy Father and offices of the Magisterium, and recently affirmed by the Society of Jesus in the U.S. – is that just government unequivocally requires the legal protection of the unborn. Catholics may legitimately disagree on how best to advance the goal of every unborn child protected

in law and welcomed in life, but there is no “allowable” disagreement with that goal. On the basis of his public statements, it seems clear that Mr. Matthews dissents from the authoritative teaching of the Catholic Church with respect to the legal protection of unborn human beings. If that is the case, he should not be honored as an exemplary Catholic layman by an institution that intends to be credibly Catholic.”

[Sidebar Right]

Chris Matthews Pro-Choice Comments

December 2002: Matthews Characterized Himself As “Pro-Choice.” 

Al Gore: ‘All right, now do you think it’s right for the federal government to come in and order a woman...”  

Matthews: “No. I’m pro-choice, but I’m trying to figure out where you stand on the issue morally.” 

{MSNBC’s “Hardball With Chris Matthews,” December 11, 2002)

Febuary 2002: Matthews Claimed That He Was “For Abortion Rights.” 

Matthews: “I’m for abortion rights... but I think you people are hiding from the facts here.” 

(MSNBC’s “Hardball With Chris Matthews,” February 1, 2002)

June 1999: Matthews Described Himself As “Pro-Choice” And “For Abortion Rights” 

Matthews: “I’m pro-choice, but I wish people would actually say what they are. We could get a lot  further in...” NOW President Patricia Ireland: “But you just said that you’re pro-choice, Chris.” Matthews: “Because--because on this issue’, I—-we know what  we’re talking  about now. He didn’t even mention the  word ‘abortion’ in that entire conversation…. I’m for abortion rights. I  am, ultimately, ‘cause I think ultimately in  this country, ultimately, after all the considerations of parental approval and reflective consent and how many days and all the rules and all the justifications, ultimately—-ultimately, after all the advice we give to young women in counseling about the costs of abortion, what it does to you potentially, psychologically and morally—ultimately, I think it has to be a decision made by the person…That’s what I believe – fundamentally, I’m a libertarian, I guess.” 

(MSNBC’s “Hardball With Chris Matthews,” June 17, 1999)

November 2002: Matthews describes himself as “liberal on abortion rights.” 

Matthews: If you run through a pecking order of issues I’d probably be liberal in terms of abortion rights.”

(Pittsburgh Tribune Review, November 30, 2002)

January 2000: Matthews says he disagrees with conservatives on abortion rights.

Matthews: “(conservatives will) understand that I disagree with them on about five or six issues they care about such as abortion rights.” (Boston Globe. Sunday Magazine, January 30, 2000)

In His Book “Now Let Me Tell You What I  Really Think” Matthews Asserted That The Criminal Code Is “Not The Right Instrument” By Which To End Abortion. “On abortion, Matthews writes that polls showing ‘the American people will not exact a token punishment from a woman who seeks an abortion’ should tell pro-lifers something very basic.”  The criminal code,’ he opines, “is not the right instrument here.” Rather , the solution is for foes of abortion to make common cause with proponents to find ways to reduce the numbers of abortions while keeping abortion constitutionally protected.  Safe, legal, and rare, remember?’ (Jeremy Lott, “Review of Chris Matthews’ ‘Now Let Me Tell You What I Really Think’ ” Chronicles Magazine, June 2002)

“There are other ways to cut down on the number of abortions without outlawing them. And since abortion is not going to be outlawed those other ways are the only ways we have. I remember Clinton promised to make abortion “safe, legal and rare”. Still needed is a President who will make and keep such a promise.” 

