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Holy Cross editor steadfast on gay marriage issue
Student defends position, despite criticism

Emilie Astell
T&G STAFF

Holy Cross Student Club & Newspaper Promote Same-Sex Marriage in Violation of Church Teaching -11/29/03

One of the editors of the College of the Holy Cross campus newspaper believes the editorial she wrote in support of same-sex marriages is balanced and not an attack on the Catholic Church, as one alumnus suggests.
"At no point in my editorial did I say anything condoning homosexual acts," co-editor in chief Kathryn Meyers said of her Nov. 21 commentary. "That's the part the Catholic Church is against, the practice of homosexual acts."
Holy Cross alumnus and Westboro resident Victor J. Melfa, class of 1957, disagrees. Homosexual marriage, he said, implies that homosexual acts would take place.
"She's not talking about a celibate same-sex marriage," he said. "She is promoting homosexual acts, that's the main point."
Mr. Melfa is president of the Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society Inc., a watchdog organization that keeps close tabs on activities on Mount St. James. He said editorials in the campus newspaper should not take or promote positions against Catholic teachings.
Ms. Meyers acknowledged yesterday that she did split hairs when writing the piece, but did so in deference to Holy Cross as a Catholic institution.
"The Catholic Church is splitting hairs by allowing homosexuality, but not homosexual acts," the 21-year-old said.
In an editorial in The Crusader, Ms. Meyers, a senior majoring in English, supported the Nov. 18 state Supreme Judicial Court's ruling that said a ban on same-sex marriages is unconstitutional.
"It's about time this law was passed," Ms. Meyers wrote. "Prior to this week, gay and lesbian couples across the state, from Northampton to Provincetown, were denied the rights afforded to heterosexual married couples solely because of the sex of their spouses."
She favors writing editorials that promote student discussions on issues outside the college gates, she said, partly because the Holy Cross campus is a very insular community.
The administration has not exerted pressure on the newspaper concerning her editorials or those of other student journalists, she added.
Most of the feedback she received about the editorial was positive. She had not seen Mr. Melfa's letter as of yesterday afternoon. He sent it in an e-mail Saturday evening to alumni and others.
Holy Cross President Rev. Michael C. McFarland was traveling yesterday and could not be reached for comment.
College spokeswoman Katharine B. McNamara said the college does not censor students or the student newspaper.
"Vic Melfa's latest e-mail is a narrow-minded and mean attack," she said in an e-mail message. "Our students are encouraged and free to discuss the issues of the day."
Senior Nicole Mortorano, co-chairwoman of the Student Government Association, applauded Ms. Meyers' courage in writing an editorial on a controversial issue, especially in light of church teachings.
"She's taken The Crusader in a direction I'm confident it will continue in the future," she said.
Mr. Melfa also objected to activities of a student organization, Allies, saying the club promotes a lifestyle contrary to the church's teaching that marriage is the union of one man and one woman. The college should not financially support any group that takes such a position, he added.
The Nov. 21 edition of The Crusader contains a full-page color advertisement on page 14 concerning new stickers available to students from Allies, a group that promotes tolerance of others regardless of sexual preference or gender. The stickers are designed to be posted on students' dormitory room doors as signs of support.
Earlier this year, hate messages targeting homosexuals were written on pieces of paper and left on campus.
Last week, members of Allies collected more than 400 signatures on petitions supporting the SJC's ruling, according to a co-chairman of the group, senior Liam McRell. The petitions are to be sent to legislators to show the amount of support on campus, he said.
All student organizations are allowed to place full-page ads in the campus newspaper at a reduced cost, Mr. McRell said. Allies paid $65 for the ad, in a space that would sell to an outside organization for more than $400.
The money used by Allies for the ad came from the college's student activities fees, paid by students when they enroll, he said.
