March 18, 2003
College Acknowledges Christian Club's Right To Preach On Campus, Expresses Regret, And Pays Attorney Fees
Settlement Applauded By Law Center
 ANN ARBOR, MI - Washtenaw Community College (WCC) has acknowledged in a settlement agreement that the Christian student club "Mission Christ" has a right to preach the Gospel, hand out Bible tracts or pro-life literature, display signs with Sacred Scripture passages, and show graphic images of aborted babies on campus.  WCC also expressed regret at its delay in approving the club's application for official recognition.
The settlement agreement ends a nearly year old federal lawsuit brought against the college, located in Ann Arbor, Michigan, by the Thomas More Law Center on behalf of Christian student John Luton, whose original application to form "Mission Christ" was denied because the club's goal was to promote Christianity on campus.  Shortly after the lawsuit was filed, WCC officials approved Luton's club application and revised the WCC policy regarding campus speech.
Robert Muise, the Law Center attorney handling the case applauded the settlement, "We are pleased with the outcome.  A primary goal of this litigation was to 'educate the educators' regarding the rights of Christian students.  We have achieved that today."
In April 2002, Luton filed a federal civil rights lawsuit against WCC and several of its administrators.  The lawsuit alleged that Luton was prevented from preaching the Gospel on the WCC campus and denied official recognition of his student club because the club listed "telling others about Christianity" as one of its activities on its application.  A WCC faculty member explained to Luton in an e-mail that his Christian club "was not approved because the mission/goals was to spread the religious beliefs of the members to others around the college."
 Luton claimed that WCC unconstitutionally deprived him of his rights to freedom of speech, freedom of association, and free exercise of religion in violation of the First Amendment.  Luton also claimed that WCC denied him due process and the equal protection of the law in violation of the Fourteenth Amendment.  Lawyers for WCC initially filed a motion to dismiss the lawsuit, which the court denied.
 Pursuant to the settlement, WCC agreed to pay $10,000 in attorney's fees and costs to the Thomas More Law Center.  It also agreed to instruct its employees that Luton and the other members of "Mission Christ" have a constitutional right to engage in speech activity on campus, including preaching the Gospel, handing out Bible tracts or pro-life literature, and displaying hand-held signs containing Sacred Scripture passages and pro-life messages.  
A copy of the settlement agreement can be viewed on the Thomas More Law Center website at http://www.thomasmore.org/docs/355.pdf
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