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Holy Cross beliefs @School eshewing religion, graduate says @> WORCESTER-- The College of the Holy Cross is taking steps to stop a 1957 graduate from using an alumni directory to disseminate by e-mail his belief that there is a lack of Catholicism at the school.
Shrewsbury businessman Victor Melfa sent out a lengthy e-mail to alumni on Tuesday outlining his many reasons for taking the college to task. He said he gathered e-mail addresses for hundreds of alumni from a number of sources other than the directory.
But gleaning e-mail addresses from the directory constitutes misappropriation of corporate property and is illegal, according to college spokeswoman Katharine B. McNamara. The college's general counsel, the Rev. Dennis J. Yesalonia, will pursue legal means to stop Mr. Melfa from using the resource again, she said yesterday. 
“We have contacted Mr. Melfa in the past and we will be doing so again to make him aware that his illegal use of the directory information must cease,” she said in an e-mail she sent to alumni. 
It is explicitly stated in the directory, she wrote, that using the addresses or other information contained in it for any private, commercial or political mailing is strictly prohibited and is in direct violation of copyright laws. 
Ms. McNamara said the Rev. Yesalonia did not wish to comment on legal strategy the college may use. Last September, the college told an alumnus to cease and desist from using e-mail addresses in the directory to inform graduates that he believed the days of ROTC at Holy Cross are over.
“We're consistent about this,” she said. “We're very concerned about how this is misused.”
Ms. McNamara sent out an e-mail to alumni after Mr. Melfa sent his. She received nearly 400 responses, most of whom “violently disagreed with his point of view.”
Among Mr. Melfa's complaints are that the college allowed a production of the “Vagina Monologues” to be performed on campus on Ash Wednesday last year, that there is an active Association of Bisexuals, Gays & Lesbians on campus, there are no required Catholic courses for students and the faculty is mostly non-Catholic.
He also said that former Holy Cross student Paolo Liuzzo, who is charged with manslaughter in the beating death of freshman Jonathan R. Duchatellier last May, was thrown off campus for assaulting a residential assistant. Mr. Liuzzo was well-known for being obnoxious and nasty, Mr. Melfa added, and was barred from at least one class by a professor. 
Mr. Liuzzo's case is pending in Worcester Superior Court
Mr. Melfa, 67, said the information about Mr. Liuzzo came from another alumnus, but he could not verify its accuracy. 
“A lot of alumni have questions about why it happened and a lot of alumni didn't know it happened except the locals,” Mr. Melfa said. “We felt we had a responsibility to state it happened and to ask what's the environment that produces such an incident.”
While Mr. Melfa said he has received numerous responses from alumni who agree with him, Worcester lawyer Kim A. Stone, class of '90, does not.
She has received e-mail from Mr. Melfa for the past six months, she said, and has the impression that his views are against women. 
Holy Cross began accepting women for the first time in 1972, the same year Mr. Melfa originally picked as the starting point of his campaign to reach out to graduates. He sent e-mail to all those who had graduated in '72 or earlier. He has since expanded his reach to alumni from later classes.
“His position on the 'Vagina Monologues' and women's sexuality struck me as being discordant with a contemporary view of gender equality,” Ms. Stone said. “His views on different groups relating to sexual orientation seems to be an old-fashioned approach to what he believes the school should be.”
Another graduate, Garrett H. Dalton III, class of '79, does not object to receiving Mr. Melfa's messages, but strongly disagrees with his position.
He questioned the meaning of Mr. Melfa's assertion that college theologians refuse to agree not to teach heresy and objects to the idea that the “Vagina Monologues” should not be produced on campus.
“If he wants to be a fanatic, that's his right as long as he's not in a position to impose that fanaticism on everybody else,” Mr. Dalton said. “I don't find him objectionable, I find his positions objectionable. He's a paranoid old man.”
Charles F. Mansfield Jr., of Westhampton Beach, N.Y., class of '66, agrees with Mr. Melfa. He would like to see a swing back to the traditional approach where the Roman Catholic Church's teaching are more respected. 
Boston lawyer Daniel Kelly, class of '82, was impressed with the research Mr. Melfa did in establishing a Web site devoted to his philosophy of what a Catholic college should be. 
During the late '70s and early '80s, Mr. Kelly said, the school lost its Catholic identity in favor of liberal secularism. There were rallies in support of guerrillas in Nicaragua and El Salvador, he said, and some Jesuits at the school eschewed orthodox Catholicism. 
“What's missing is the Catholic doctrine that forms the foundation for promoting social justice,” Mr. Kelly said. “I'm not a crazy right-winger, but that kind of tradition has always been missing.” 

