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1. Introduction 

 

This is an update from the Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society (HCCNS) being sent to several thousand Alumni & Friends for whom we have email addresses and who have elected to continue receiving our emails. If you wish to be removed, please follow the instructions at the bottom of this email.

 

As you know, our Mission is simply to gather and disseminate information about the Catholic Identity of Holy Cross to more Holy Cross Alumni & Friends so that they can make better informed decisions concerning Holy Cross and Catholic Higher Education in general. Please see our website at www.HCCNS.org for more on this. 

 

We have been very busy the last several months with many exciting events on the Hill, have continued to grow in supporters, and have received hundreds of new supporting letters from many of you who have related your Holy Cross experiences or copied us on your  letters. This is our first general Update to you since October of last year and therefore we have a lot to pass on.  Note you can click on the links throughout this letter to go directly to the item on our website.

 

2. Bishop Reilly Boycotts Holy Cross Commencement Honoring Pro-Abortion Matthews against  Protests of  Alumni and Ex-Trustee Chairman 

 

This is the longest item and biggest news. It is quite a story! --- Of Holy Cross rejecting the wishes of thousands of Alumni, their Bishop, and a major benefactor of Holy Cross, and most of the Catholic Press throughout the country disagreeing with Holy Cross' position.  Many of you participated in this effort and it has been reported in many major publications throughout the country. 

 

It all started on March 14th with a Confidential Letter From Charles E. Millard '54, Past Holy Cross Board Chairman & Major Benefactor, to Trustees-Protesting Chris Matthews' Honorary Degree in Contradiction to "The College's Statement of Position on Abortion of 12/11/91" - 3/14/03. He received no answer. 

 

Almost by fate, on the Feast of the Annunciation, the Jesuits issued a Statement Against Abortion and so Charlie wrote another Confidential Letter from Charles E. Millard to Holy Cross Trustees Protesting Chris Matthews' Honorary Degree as Contradiction to the Enclosed Just Released Jesuit Statement Against Abortion, Standing For The Unborn, - 3/27/03 . This 2nd letter was also met with 100% silence from the Trustees! 

 

Citing his desire not to go public because of his fidelity to Holy Cross, he wrote another Confidential Third Letter from Charles E. Millard to Holy Cross Trustees Stating His Disappointment at Their Lack of Response and "100% silence" with Enclosure on His Unusually Distinguished Career as a Holy Cross Alumnus - 3/31/03 . In this letter he was forced to attach a summary of his many years of unmatched service to Holy Cross: a Trustee for over 20 years, Chairman of the Trustees for 5 years, past Honorary Degree recipient, major benefactor & supporter of the College, eight children HC graduates, and this year's recipient of the prestigious In Hoc Signo Award!

 

Believe it or not, this letter was also ignored, and Charlie made a last attempt with a suggested compromise on the Honorary Degree to be awarded to the Pro-Abortion Commencement speaker with his 4th and Final Letter from Charles E. Millard to Holy Cross Trustees Proposing a Solution to the Chris Matthews Honorary Degree - 4/2/03.  

 

You guessed it! This letter was also ignored, and that was the final straw! Charlie then went public with a NEWS RELEASE -- PAST CHAIRMAN OF HOLY CROSS BOARD PROTESTS HONORARY DEGREE TO CHRIS MATTHEWS -- OBJECTION BASED ON MATTHEWS PRO-CHOICE POSITION URGES OTHERS TO JOIN IN OBJECTING TO ADMINSTRATION - 4/10/03 and quit as Honorary Chairman of the prestigious Campaign for Holy Cross. 
 

This is when we got formally involved in spreading the word to our supporters to start contacting Fr. McFarland, the Bishop, and others. Charlie worked with one of our supporters to get large ads and Open Letters in the Catholic Free Press signed by a diverse group - young and old - of our supporters, and with a statement by noted Theologian Fr. Richard Neuhaus instructing Fr. McFarland on Church Teaching concerning his defense of Chris Matthews. Besides stories in the Boston Globe and the Worcester Telegram, we got supporting news articles in the Catholic Register, Catholic Free Press, National Review Online, Catholic World News, The Washington Times, The Boston Pilot, Zenit News, and many other papers across the country. See our website for most of these. 

 

To handle the acitivity, we opened a special  new Section on our Website for this event which now includes over 40 powerful sample documents. See  President of National Cardinal Newman Society Scathing letter to Holy Cross President, Fr. McFarland, and responses re Holy Cross choice of Pro-Abortion Chris Matthews as Commencement Speaker - 4/17/03,  some of the hundreds of letters from prominent alumni including Philip Moran, Esq. '58 Writes To His Classmates - He "cannot look the other way" anymore!...Inviting Matthews crossed the line! "to take part in this year's Reunion I feel would be hypocritical" Asks others who agree to do the same. - 5/2/03.  You can also view the 68 postings on our Open Discussion Forum on this subject. 
 

Much else happened including: my meetings with the Bishop, a ProLife Protest at the college on Graduation Day, students & alumni walking out on Matthew's speech, my Cable TV interview which was aired 6 times over 2 weeks, and Bishop Timlin refusing to attend the Jesuit University of Scranton (McFarland is on the board) Commencement where Matthews also was honored, etc. 

 

If you have any doubts about Matthew's Pro-Abortion position be sure to read Fr. Neuhaus' comments, Chris Matthew's own words and the Summary of VATICAN Doctrinal Note On Some Questions Regarding The Participation Of Catholics In Political Life (See "Other" Section for complete document) - 1/24/03
 

We had a significant VICTORY when the Diocesan Bishop Reilly, barraged by letters and calls,  decided a few days before graduation not to attend as he had done every year before because, as he said in his News Release, life must be "absolutely protected from the moment of conception" - 5/21/03! We asked our supporters to thank him for his courage. Unfortunately, he also said he was not questioning the College's fidelity to its Catholic Mission or the Catholic Church! We still have a way to go!

 

3. HC Says NO This Year to Our Reunion Seminar on its Catholic Identity - Why? 

 
Unlike last year when we had a standing room only audience of alumni, and where the presentations were the talk of the reunion, Holy Cross this year flatly and strongly denied the use of a room by reunion alumni! But you can still read the important talks of last year by Prof. Michael Pakaluk (Harvard & Clark), Prof. David Gregory ( St. John's Law School), graduating Senior Matt Smith, and Vic Melfa, President of the Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society. See the links on our home page. 

 

The distinguished speakers lined up for this year's seminar included: Dr. Joe Kerwin '53 (First Doctor Astronaut in space) and Prof. Charles Rice '53 ( Professor Emeritus, Notre Dame School of Law). Unfortunately, Holy Cross didn't feel these talks would be as interesting as - get this! - "Ship Ablaze: The Tragedy of the Steamboat General Slocum" held at 3 PM on Friday June 6th when we wanted to hold our important seminar!  

 

The College doesn't seem to understand that, with low reunion attendance and donations, to get better alumni participation it needs to address the real issues that keep many alumni away and turned them off over the years. This rejection of real Catholic speakers is additionally worrisome because of the contrasting continued parade of dissident speakers invited to the campus throughout the year! Between actions like this and alumni urging their classmates to boycott the reunion, HC seems to be shooting itself in the foot. Are they afraid of the truth being told?

 

4. Pornographic Vagina Monologues Again at Holy Cross!

 

Despite the many protests and notoriety Holy Cross received last year, it went ahead again with this pornographic production! In the name of promoting awareness of violence against women and in deference to the student Women's Forum, it again crossed the line. If you don't believe us, CAREFULLY READ from our website:

	WARNING - NOT FOR MINORS. SOME ACTUAL PORNOGRAPHIC TEXT OF VAGINA MONOLOGUES. Condoning masturbation, fornication, homosexual/lesbian seduction of an adolescent and prostitution! Being produced at "Catholic" Holy Cross February 11 & 12 2003
 


To put this in a wider context, also see Charlie Rice's letter to Holy Cross Magazine - which for some reason they did not publish! Vagina Monologues & The Church Sex Abuse Scandal, A Letter to Holy Cross Magazine (not published!) by Charles E. Rice, Holy Cross '53, Professor Emeritus, Notre Dame Law School - 8/29/02  (The play describes the "homosexual exploitation of an adolescent as a "salvation" for the victim"!)
 

You can see the 50 web postings in our Open Discussion Forum 

where a thread was opened on Vagina Monologues 2003 by an Executive Board member of the Women's Forum who was also on the production committee for the Vagina Monologues. 

 

5. Formal HCCNS Communications Begun in January 2003 with Post 1971 Graduates
 

The HCCNS began its formal communications a little over a year ago only with graduates before 1972 who had email addresses. We did this because of limited resources and this was a convenient cut off point because it was around that time that 2 big changes were inaugurated at the college: the Required Core Program of Catholic Studies was eliminated, and female students were admitted. 

 

We expanded our audience in January with a general Update Letter to all graduates with email addresses. See it posted on our website as Major Letter #5:  Letter from President of HCCNS to All Alumni including those graduated after 1971 -1/14/03,  and Follow Up Letter to only Post 1971 Graduates - 1/19/03. This yielded a few hundred new supporters from these younger classes. 

 

Though we have received both positive and negative responses from this  "younger" group (approximately under 50 years of age), the ratio of supporters is much less than the "older" group. This was expected because these post '71 grads are in general much less formed in their Catholic religion. Their complaints about my letter were such that I had to write a follow-up letter to better explain our positions. There is much that can be said about this, the surveys taken and the trends, but we don't have the space for that at this time. In general, as explained on our site, we believe that a true Catholic College must be committed to official Catholic Church Teaching and this takes a strong counter-cultural approach.

 

6. Charges of our "illegal use" of HC Mail Lists & How To Be Removed
Holy Cross and others have questioned our use of the Alumni Directories. We have responded to this to the college directly pointing out that not only do we get our mail lists from many different sources, but the Holy Cross directories are sold and provided to alumni for the specific use of their communicating amongst each other about matters of mutual interest. What else are they for? If people don't want their information published, they should be telling the college.

 

Also, we readily remove anyone from our mail lists if they so request following the specific instructions at the bottom of our letters, that is, they should reply from the SAME address we mailed to and with the word REMOVE in the subject. 

 

7. HCCNS Gains Popularity as its President Receives National Award 

 

After Vic Melfa received the National Cardinal Newman Society award on 11/9/02, the HCCNS received quite a bit of good publicity and gained new members as more alumni and others found out about our efforts. See News on our website for stories including a Front Page article in the Worcester Telegram and: Feature Article - HCCNS President Receives Award From National Cardinal Newman Society - National Catholic Register - 11/24/02
 

8. ProChoice Speaker Stopped from Speaking! 

 

Another VICTORY was achieved in October by the concerted efforts of many of our supporters in stopping Frances Kissling, President of Catholics for Free Choice from speaking at the Cross. We congratulated Fr. McFarland for his right choice!

 

9. Our Web Site - www.HCCNS.org  - a Great Success!  
 

We are very happy that our website has attracted over 20,000 visits in its first year! This is the place to go! Tell your friends and family! It has hundreds of documents, letters, articles, news stories, essays, critiques and postings. Our new Pro Life Section and Jesuits Sections are very popular. Be sure to make your opinions heard in the Open Discussion Forum we anyone can post their comments. Also, be sure to note the thousands of supporters listed in the Who We Are Section. This is also the place to Register & Donate - See Below. 

 

10. Future POSITIVE Events Planned on Campus!

 

Let me emphasize again at this time, we believe the students at the Cross are very intelligent and charitable. That's not our beef! Our concern is the lack of Roman or Catechism Catholicism at a Roman Catholic College and its adherence to the full spirit of Ex-corde Ecclesiae.  

Efforts by the Holy Cross Pro-Life and COMPASS Clubs to remedy this, and the administrations support of them, give us great hope. In the Fall are planned a Celebrating Life Concert on 9/26 7:30 to 9:30 PM with Sean Forrest, and on 10/25 COMPASS is sponsoring a Conference entitled "The Fourth Wave: What is the New Feminism?" from 8:30 to 4:30. All are invited!!!
Though the administration hasn't been too receptive so far, we will continue our efforts to get an open debate on campus on Holy Cross' Catholic Identity. Please let us know your thoughts. 

11.  Register &  Let's Hear from you! Donations Wanted - 501 (c) (3) Tax- Exempt Status & Credit Cards Accepted 

 

Finally, we want and need your support in communicating our vital mission, efforts and information to other Holy Cross Alumni & Friends. Please see the website and my previous major Update Letter of 1/19/03 to see WHY this is so important and YOU should be involved.  

 

Remember we are primarily communicating only with a minority of Alumni  -- those whose workable email addresses we have. We need your donations to get to the other alumni, most of whom are unaware of what's happening on the Hill. Please go NOW to our Home Page and near the bottom of the sidebar click on Register/Donate. Please let us hear from you by Registering  and optionally Donating as much as you can. 

 

You can either send us a check or use the Secure Credit Card facility right there. And, -- good news on our Tax- Exempt Status! Contributions made to the Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society Inc. after January 16, 2003 are expected to be tax deductible. Approval with a 501 (c) (3) Tax- Exempt Status as a Nonprofit Corporation is pending and its confirmation as such has already been guaranteed by The Center For Nonprofit Development.
 

 

Thank you so much for your attention, help and support! 

May God Bless you and your families! 

 

Sincerely,

 

Vic Melfa, Class of 1957 & President

Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society Inc.

19 Deerfield Way, Westboro, MA 01581

 www.HolyCrossCardinalNewmanSociety.org
508-890-8500, 800-241-8868

Fax: 718-535-5417

Home: 508-870-2925

  

(If you wish to be removed from this mailing list, please reply to this email with the word REMOVE in the subject AND make sure your reply comes from the same email address that we used so we can be sure to identify you. We respect your privacy, but since we are a non-profit volunteer organization it might take a few weeks before finally removed. Thank you. )
