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Critic of college
seeks reforms

- By Emilie Astel]l
TELEGRAM & GAZETTE STARE
- WORCESTER — Westbarg
resident Victor J. Melfa readily
-..5ays that if his unwavering be-
lief in the Catholic religion
makes him eccentric, go be it, .
For a man who sesmed tg
come out of nowhere early this
Year when he waged a battle
against the College of the Holy
-Cross for allowing the play "The

Vagina Monologues” to be per-
formed “on- campiis on -Ash
Wednesday, Mr. Melfy is mak-

Ing a name for himself

-His eriticlsin of his alma
mater runs deep. He beligves the
school has strayed far from itg
Catholic heritage and is more
secular than it should he. Ha
would Iike to see a return to the
religious values he learned as 3
student during the 19505, the

same code outlined in Ex corde

Ecclesiae, a document issued by
Pope John Paul I in 1950 that
Iays out the identity and mis-
sion of Catholic colleges,

_“We are successful” Mr.
Meifa said of the Holy Cross Car-
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Victor J. Melfa of Westboro will

be honored Saturday in Wash-
ington, - D.C., by the Cardinal
Newman Society.

dinal Nev.vman Sncietyl he
founded this year. The society

- @spouses the same goals found-
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“Monologues’ performance

Melfa/From Page B1
in Ex eorde. |

“Holy Cross is listening, -

" though they'll deny it,” he con-
tinned. “T know alumni are lis-
. tening and. supporting us

| strongly withmoney and time.”

Tl o bogh sidles of * - “The Cardimal Newman Socl-

- the debate, Supportars believe

the-school, which did not allow

female students until 1972,

Y needs to return to its Catholic
-roots, according to letters writ-

| ten by alumnt who graduated

| thres or more decades aga. Col-
" lege administrators say the

. gchool meets the goale of Ex
eorde while educating students
for the 21st century. ‘

. Mr. Melfa, who will be 67‘

Wednesday, is CEO and owner
of The ~Training. Associates
Corp. on Route 9 in Shrewsbury,
a company that provides tech-
nical trainers to information
technology training centers and
. to businesses. L

He has a bachelor's degree in
| physies from Holy Crose, a

master's degree in the same -
. field from Columbia University -~

and an MBA from Northeastern
Tniversity. He has worked af
ihe Los Alamos National Labo-
" patory and the Naval Research

' Lahoratory and as an adjunct

professor.at Boston University

and Boston College. . .
" He routinely updates the 20-
clety's =~ Web . site,

www.hcens.org, and appears to

he invigorated by his support.

. He talks of his religions beliefs

1 with fervor, saying that the

. pope is a snccessor of Peter, ane
of Christ's apostles. -

“Tt's taken me 67 years to re-
alize even.Catholics don't nn-
deratand that,” he said athisof
fice Thursday. ‘

The businessman enjoyed.

“serolling through his Web site

" for a visitor, ruminating over .

his organizational skills in set-
ting up the society and the fol-
lowing he-appears to have,

As a result of his efforts, he is

- being honored in Waghingion |
' Saturday with a 2002 Ex corde -

Ecclesine Award from the na-

tional Cardinal Newman Soci-

ety for his cepdributions to the
- renewal of Catholic higher edu-

" eatlon. The national society is
separate from the Hely Cross
group, he sald. :

. PSR

and never has been particularly:
involved as an alumnus in the
life of tha college,” said the Rev.
Michael C. McFarland, Jesuit

president of the college, In.a -

prepared statement released
Friday,. -~ . . :

ety is a fringe group and they
den't represent the mainstream
of Catholic education,” he said.

_ “That said, it's an entirely. ap-

propriate award for Vie Melfato

receive bocause the group, like
*,‘Mr, Melfa, works to cynieally

manipulate the truth and toim-

pose & narrow, right-wing agen- -

da on Catholic Tilgher eduea-
Hom” . . 0 T T

The college has a strong Cath-

olie theology faculty, the presi-
dent has saud in earlier inter-

views, and teaches a commit-
merit to justice thronghout the
: | tion was that it took place on a

Patrick J. Rellly, founder and

president of the national sock-
ety, said Mr, Melfa was chosen

for the award because of his
lsadership inseskingreforms at
the college. Last year, a groip of

students who published a Cath- -
" plic campus newspaper at Bos-

ton College was honored, he sasd
Friday. e
"Vieis a modelfor otheraium-

.l of Catholic colleges who are
concerned that changes during”
the past 40 years have produced |
disgenting faculties, declining -

academic standards and stu--

spurred Melfa’s activism

dent behawvior that is far re-
moved from Christian living,”
Mr.. Reilly said in a press ré-
lease. |, :

As for production of the
“Monologies” play ah campus,

- Rev. McFarland has said he al-

lowed the play to be staged be-
cause it hag value, although it is
not the means he would choose
to convey the message, The play
will be performed ¢h campus
again in February. .

“The Vaging Monologues”
examines female sexuality and

sexnal abuse of women, such as.
‘rape and doméstie. violence.

While Mr. Melfa’s criticisms of
the play include such words as

“pornographic,” he decided to -

watch a videotape of the play
before attending an open forum
at Holy Cross. His harshest
critlcism of the camplis produc-

holy day in the Lenten caiendar.
His - cbiections to the play
were the catalyst for him to or-

‘ganize the local society, but he

admits that, like other alummnt,
he shotsld have paid atiention to
fﬁg college much sooner than he

He 'also ba]ievesf.the"s.‘chonl
has bacome gecular to attract

more students and to increase

contributions by alumni.
“Holy 'Cross would lose
standing In the eyes of¢he world

. if it became a Catholigkchool,”
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