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Holy Cross
speech by .
church critic |
is canceled |

By Patrick Healy
GLLAE STAFF

Women's studies professors at the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross have canceied a
gpeech by & prominent fayninist eritic of
the Roman Catholic Churen after the
Worcester college’s Jesuit president de-
nounced her as umanipwlative” and for-
wade the use of college funds for her $500
speaking fee.

Frances Kissling, president of Catho-
lies for 2 Free Cholee, arl aborton dghts
group that often challenges Vatican poli-
¢y, had beetl invited to speak Nov. 7.

Kissling said she had planned to talk

about “abuse of
power in the ghuseh”
© and her recent meet-
ing with the TUnited
Nations Commities
on the Rights of the
Child, where she
eriticized the Vati-
gl can’s response t0 the
g clersy sexual abuse
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Frances Kisglin scandal. '

had been inviteg Th; college's
president, the Rev.

t

o speak at Holy ol G, MeFat-

Cross on Nov, 7. land. did not bar the
{ecture, but he sent a letter 10 women'’s
studies professors assailing Kissling and
saying they should have shown “better |
judgment” than to have invited her. Sever-
al professors said yesterday they feared
that Holy Cross administrators and alum-
ni would have retaliated against WOInen’s
studies if the speech had gone ahead as
planned.
“Feminists on Catholic campuses find
this to be 2 difficult time,” sajd Mary Hob-
good, director of Holy Cross's womet's
srydies program, who had scheduled the
speech. “Many of us often do not feel se-

cure on these campuses.”
yany Catholic colleges, including
HOLY CROSS, Page B4
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Church critic’s speech is canceled at Holy Cross
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* HDI.‘I’ CIUSS
noiraaed from Payge Bl

:{oly Crogs, Ty to strike 2 balanre

Jetwests the prineiple of free

speech sad senaitivity to their

satholle miasion, In some in-

stunees allawing comtroversial fig-~

1res to spesk, and n othors host”
‘ng cvents that include n
supporter and & etjtie of church
sésitons, Thiy year, for example,
‘nrums Aned ctasses ar Catholle in-
JOtutions mjeh 33 Bogron College
1nd Begly Callege have cust spot-
\Rints on the clergy seandal,

The Kis3l{0g spesch at Holy
Zroks, however, crossed a line for
-he entlege administration.

When Hobgood infurmed
sleFarland about the planned |
ipeeah this-month, MeForiand re-
ljed in & later that he foupd the
‘nvitation “extramely disappoint-
‘ag" becsuse of what he called
~isslng’s record of “determined

ippasiton to the Cathulic Chuten
1nd its lenderhip,”

Hixgling, a frequent commen-
:a1ar in the mediz, has denounced
*ope Jobn Paul i as “putuntir
an” and referred to some U5 bishe
+p5 Rs "HaWed" and “brllies.” She
1 questionsd the Vatients per-
TiApent obsarver Fafus ab the TN
ind it positions o p range of sex-
1at uad athicnd ismues.

McFartand said he supported
‘ree speech and “soung feorinise

Globe wins for work on abuse by clergy

AEIOLIATED PARST
BALTIMORE — The Bodron
Globe yegtarday won the Asdocd-
ated Press Managing Bditors”
Fresdorm of [nformation award
for its expogure of the seope of
the probilem of abusive clengy
withis the Catholie Chareh.

The Globhe's arennnt befan
with on investigation into alle-
gations of sexual abuaa by a
priest in the Boston Avehdiocese
and ballooned ints & MAJOF A~
tonal story,

The awnrid was presentod
during the APME annual con-
ferance here.

Walter Robinson, editor of
the Globe's Spotlight team,
which hut handled the cover-
age, told 300 newapaper wditors
and other journalises thas as
hard 43 1€ 15 to obtain certain ro-
carda {from gUvernment, it wos

even mare difiealt o get infor-
mation and records from the
etureh.

Eaven other newapapers
were selected to recelve AFME
FOI cltarioes for their work in
the arsa of access and pubile in-
formation, They are:

#Tha Journal News, White
Pales, NY., for variows FOT
probes, sach of wiich resulted
in the removal of high-ranking
loenl efficials,

W The Atlamia Joumpl-Con-
stitution, for “Dying in Dark-
ness,” an nvestigation into the
care given by the state of Gaor-
gla to the memtally retnrded live
ing in group homes,

N Wizennain State Journal in
Madizon, far itz exposure of {I-
legnd camprips Aevivity within
the Wiseonsin Legislatire.

M The Qrange Caunry Regis-

ter, Gapt Apa, Calif, for Its in-
vestigation into the criminal
hackgrounds of day cate canter
errployees i California, and tho
itate’s refusal 1o make thoae re-
copds aviiinble to parents,

B The York (Pr.) Dispatch-
Nork Sunday News, for its in-
vestigntions intn the 1965 alay-
ing af # woman during a eivil
rights rigt, resulting it the (8-
dictment of the mayor o a
charge of munder.

= York (Pa) Daily Record,
tor lts Investigntions inte the
4 CRER, )

®The Burliggron (VL) Frag
Preag, for its investippdon Ian .
the issue of medical malprictios
within the state,

The contest covered wWork
publisbed or pursued from July
1, 2001, to Jure 30.
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‘posldons” at Holy Cross, but said
ihe women's studles farulty

ahould have been more eareful in
Itz choice of speskers.

“Her critjeism has been itriv
dent. personil, manipulative, and

ynfzair." MeFarland wrote in the

letret, a copy of which was pro.

vided to mé & “Har presence

will Be deeply offensive to many
Inelv

people hare, uding me, and
will be a# emparmssment o the

institudon.”

Hobgood, who is also an asso-
cinte peofissor of raliplons studies,
prupesed maving the avont off-
cunpts, But Kissling, who had of-
fered to speak for tree after she

waa told about the president’s b
Jecdons, sald she would not eome
urder that conditlon.

“I'm & Cathelle,” Klssling said
yegterday. "I'm tired of spenking
off-campus and in Uoitarian
churches abowt issuey thut are irm-
portant in my ehueh,”

MeFarland snid in o szateent
vesterdny that he supported the
right of eampus roupd to TRvite

“plmast any apemr Tacldelng
Froaiess Kiwsling, but I cowld not
defend the deslsidn itself, which |
think was a podr TEElL

Same faculty SEmbars at Holy
Cross said MceFarland was srong-
Hming the wumen'a smdlaa de-
B h

*Thers 13 4 small group of ex-
rusmilaarily conservadve Catho-
‘.hc aluma in the Woresstar area

‘thing that is conterpponity,” sadd
one women's studies prafessor,

? ‘thot challengs anything and every-

! who speke on conditien of ana-

\nymity, “McFarland wouldn'e
Hwanr Holy Cross {n the Ymelight
Hover this speech.”

Replied MeFarlond [ his state-
ment: “We huve Joyal, passionars
and lavalved alumni. They erid-
clze us over all kinds of fusies, We
hove had speakers in the pest Lthat
hove errmged various seEmens of
the alumni papulation, and 1 am
sure we will tontinue o do so in

“the funre.”

Kisglipg, who says she has
spaken in redunl years 4t Catholiz
coimpuses 3uch s Georgetown
apd Catholie wniversities, said she
bulieved MeFarand hod “demnons
ized" heruntalrly, -

“In an Aeademic setting, 1
wiuld have expected o S0m SpoR
rpproach ety And out who this
womuor is,” ]G.U.si.lngan]d.

But she also oxpryssed disap-
potntmant with professorg, who
did-not-shallenge the adminjera-

“tlon and go farward with the
speech, *“This wis i, case of ineype-
rtance by the facuity,” Kisaling
said, “Wo (feminists] don't fuily
understand the extent to which.
UYBN 0N CAMPUSes thut sees {0 be
Iiheral, thert are unwritlel mes-

| saged trom the pdministration.”

Hebgood said that McFfar-
land's whan
sbout o dozen membera of the
wWOmen's stugies faculty met (o
digctms it this wask, most ugreeﬂ it
was “n t Hme" 10.0:hal-
lenge the nd.m:mstru.tmn Hab-
oo 5g.

She dectined to wiun the lu~
wuey fagnd. i
+ tialy Croas, butadded, ‘Hh:nktlle
‘lutter tepresonted the difficuleies
‘that wa face,”

Parrick Hewly can be recohod or
‘phegiy@globypom.
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