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February 5, 2004

Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J.

President
College of the Holy Cross
Worcester, MA 01610-2395

Dear Fr. McFarland:

Enclosed is an article of mine from the Notre Dame Observer of January 29", The
position stated in it applies to Holy Cross &s well as Notre Dame.
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Charles E. Rice

Profeasor Emeritus of Law

Sincerely,

CER/lp

cc:  Rev. Earle Markey, S.J.
be:  Vie Melfa
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Scandal in "Cathollc colleg

At lem 40 "L',!.thnlic mﬂeges. ln:]ud-
ing Notre Dame for the third time, will
sponsor or host public performances of
e Vagina Monologues tis werm. My
concern here is solely with the judg;mem

exhibited by our
leaders in allow-
ing this play Charles E. Rice
again atNotre
oEme. o Right or
ments, therefore, Wrong?
raise no issues
relating to the
students involved in the play.

One object of the play is to desensitze
people to the naming of female sex

ergane In erder to diceourags vialanca
against women. The performers deliver
monologues focusing on, and persondfy-
ing, their sex organs. These contribu-

. tions to literature include a description of

a group masturbation in a “vagina work-
shop” run by “a woman who believes in
vaginas.”

It describes how the participants mas-
turbated with the ald of hand mirrors.
Other monologists recount conversations
with their vaginas. Another talks to her
vulva, Others describe lesbian sexual
acts. And so on, with abundant descrip-
tion. Apart from this repudiation of mod-
esly and reserve, Uie Personiicauon of 8
body part destroys the integrity of the
person and invites the objectification of
women which can generate thn violence
the play purports to oppose

These and other aspects nl'rhn plljl'

- ought to preclude its performance at
Nubre Dawe, The mwost cowpelliog ioa-

son, however, for opposing that perform-
ance arises from the sex abusc scandal

in the Church. B

The most high.ly puhlidzad mmlngue
describes the lesbian seduction of & 16-
year-old by an adult as a “salvation” for
e vicin. x

In The Little Coochi Snorcher That
Could, “& Southern woman of color™
describes, among other childhood sexual
mnmuﬁus r encounters at age 16 with

"gorgeous 4-year-old woman. The
's mother agrees to the woman's
requast that the girl spend the night with
her. (1 omit explicit details.)

“I'm scared, but | really can't wait. Her
apartment’s fantastic ... the beads, the
fluffy pillows, the mood lights ... She
makes a vodka for herself and then ..
the pretty lady makes me a drink .. . The
alrahal has gone to my head and I'm
loose and ready ... as she gﬂnﬂy and
slowly lays me out on the bed ... Then
she does everything to me ... that ]
always thought was nasty before, and

wow, I'm so hot, so wild ... | get crazy
wild ...
“Alerward the gorgeous lady teaches

me ... all the different ways to give mysell
pleasure. She's very thorough. She tells
me to always know how to give myself
pleasure so I'll never need to rely on a
man, In the morning | am worried ...
because I'm so In love with her, She
laughs, but 1 never see her again. I real-
1zed later she WAS My Surprising, unex

“spected, politically incarrect salvation. -
- She transformed my sorry-ass coochi

snorcher and raised it up Into a kind of
heaven.” Eve Ensler, The Vagina
Monologues (2001), 77-82.

On Jan. 6, the Catholic bishops
1olpased thelr report on the efforts of the

- “dioceses to correct the sex abuse prob-
... lem. The vast majority of cases invoived
.- the exploitation by priests of teenage -

hnys In homosexual relations wilr.h vary-

ing degrees of consent. The monologue
recounting the seduction of & trusting 16
year-old girl by a 24-ycar old woman she
admires is the precise counterpart of the
exploitation of male teenagers by priests
that has ruined lives and rocked the
Church.

Sexual exploitation of a teenager by an

adult is despicable, whether the partici-
pants are hoth male_hath female ar

mixed. No one has a moral right to pres-
ent such an exploitation as a benefit to
the victim. This is a8 very serious mafter.

In light of the angoing scandal in the
Church, it is totally Inexcusable for any
*Catholic” institution, and especially the
University of Our Lady. to allow Itself to
be used as a public forum for a portrayal
of the sexual exploitation of a teenager
by an adult as a “salvation” for the vic-
tim

Regrettably, the Notre Dame President
and Provost have responded o com-  ©
laints about this with academic banali-

reflecting & politically cormect puuly
sis of judgment. -

I hope that our leaders will reconsider
this failure of judgment and will cancel
this third performance. If not, all the
respol administrators, from the top
down, should resign their administrative
Pusidons. If diey du ol resdg, dicy
should be removed.

Baseball has it right: Three strikes md

you're oul.

Prof. Emeritus Rice is on the Law
School faculty His column appears every
other Wedaesoday
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