 December 10, 2003 
 

To: 'CRUSADER@holycross.edu'
Subject: Prof. David O'Brien's letter
 

To the Editor:
 

On the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Professor David O'Brien of Holy Cross saw fit to publish in the Worcester Telegram and Gazette a sneering and mocking attack on the Catholic Bishops of Massachusetts, because of their defense of the view that marriage exists only between a man and a woman.
 

O'Brien portrays the bishops as thoughtless, foolish men who 'rushed' to judgment, uttering 'mindless mantas'.   He chides them for taking a public position and concludes his article by asserting that they have no moral authority.
 

What seems to irk O'Brien especially is that the bishops favor the teaching of the Catholic Church over the liberalism that O'Brien apparently takes as his orthodoxy.  O'Brien ridicules the Church's teaching (and the dictate of common sense) that homosexual acts are disordered, and that only a man and a woman can get married.  For O'Brien, this common wisdom is simply an arbitrary pronouncement handed down from 'the Vatican' and supported only by 'local extremists.'
 

Professor O'Brien is a big fan of dialogue and conversation.  I say: stop picking on the bishops.  If you really want a 'dialogue' on this matter, why don't you and I have a public debate, on the Holy Cross campus, early next semester?    Let's you and I debate-before the students and faculty of Holy Cross-such issues as what the Church's teaching is on homosexual acts and whether it can be defended;  whether Goodridge was rightly decided; and whether or not homosexual marriage would further erode marriage and family life in the Commonwealth.   

I cannot regard you as sincere if your idea of 'conversation' is taking potshots at Church leaders in the secular press.
 

I would agree to exclude from the discussion, if you wish, the question of whether the bishops have acted courageously rather than foolishly, as well as the difficult and perplexing problematic of whether  the Loyola Professor of Catholic Studies should devote his energies to undermining rather than articulating the Catholic faith.
 

 

Sincerely,

Michael Pakaluk
Associate Professor of Philosophy
Clark University
 

Department of Philosophy 
Clark University 
Worcester, MA 01610 
Amor con amor se paga.  
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