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Charles Millard Sr. dies;
Holy Cross ‘ambassador’

By Emilie Astell
TELEGRAM & GAZETTE STAFF

WORCESTER — A former
board of trustees chairmatl and
alumnus of the College of the
Holy Cross who raised objec-
tions earlier this year to

. MSENBC's
mC h r i s

. Matthews serv-
" ing as comml-
mencement
speaker died
vesterday
morning at hig
home in Ol
~Saybrook,
+ Conn.

Charles E.I.
Millard Sr., 71,
former president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Coca-Cola
Bottling Co. in New York, sue-
cumbed to pulmonary fibrosis,
according to his son, Charles
EF. Millard Jr. Mr. Millard's
wife of 48 years, Marylou, and
other family members were at
his side, ‘

Mr. Millard, class of 1954, ob-
jected to the “Hardball” host's
pro-choice abortion stance. He
did not try te stop Mr.
Matthews, class of 1967, from

Mr. Millard

gpeaking at the 157th com-

- mencement ceremony in May,
but asked college officials to add
& disclaimer to the honorary
degree the TV commentaior
received. The college did not
comply with his request.

At the time, Mr, Millard said a
gubstantial number of alumni
ghared his dismay concerning
the college's willingness to bes-
tow an honor on Mr, Matthews.

“T{'s inconsistent with every-
thing they stand for,"” Mr. Mil-
lard said, while staying at a sec-
ond home in Hobe Sound, Fla.

Mr, Millard remained active:

 ly involved with Holy Cross
throughout, his life. He estab-
Hished the Will Jenks Chair in

honor of a classmate who con-

tracted polio, and he served on

the collage’s board of trustees.

for 27 years, from 1973 to 2000,
He was chairman for five years,
from 1977 to 1882

He also contributed to the
naming of the Millard Arts
Center on campus in henor of
his brother, the Rev. Daniel
F.M, Millard, class of 1948, An-
other brother, James C.B. Mil-
lard, graduated in 1840.

The Millards' eight children
also graduated from the college.

The are: Marylou Ferrara,
class of 1977; Charles Jr., class of
1979; Christopher, class of 1982,
Maureen, class of 1983 Marga-

ret McGrath, class of 1984 Su-
zanne Stanners, class of 1987
EKathieen Rehm, class of 1585
and Gregory, class of 1963,

My, and Mrs, Millard also had
24 grandchildren. ,

President emetitus the Rev.
John E, Brooks worked hand-in-
hand with Mr, Millard when he
was chairman of the board of
triistees,

“Holy Cross loomed large in
Charlie Millard’s lifs,” Rev.

and commitment to Holy Cross

is rarely found in today's soci-

Ety."

Holy Cross President Michael
C. McFatland, 8.J., said Mr.
Millard was a tireless ambassa-
dor for Holy Cross, serving with
honors for decades.

Rev. McFarland noted that
Mr. Millard veceived an honor-
ary degree from the college in
1999 for 25 years of service on the
boatd of trustees and as a char-
ter member, regent and past
chalrman of the President's
Counecil..

Mr. Millard also received the
In Hoc Signo Award this year in
recognition of his commitment
to his alma mater, although he
said in an interview before he
recelved it that he had asked
alumni agsociation members if
they had changed their minds
considering his objections 1o
My, Matthews.

#Charlle's savvy and leader-
ship brought vision to Mount
Saint James,” Rev. McFarland
said. “He was always challeng-
ing the college fo be faithful to
its principles and its heritage.
Even if we didn't always agree,
wa were better off for his pres-
ence and his wisdom.”

Myr. Miliard spent a decade in
advertising before moving on to
Coca-Cola in 1967, Sales for the
company rose from $60 million
to 3500 million under his lead-
ership.

The younger Mr, Millard said
his father loved ice cream and
playing practical jokes, wheth-
ar the ingtigator or the vietim.

More than once, the senior
Mr. Millard hired a professional
makeup artist to help him pose
asawaiter at parties for hisbest
friends and at his son Charles'
bachelor party held at “21" in
Naw York,

“He'd act the obnoxious wait-
er and provoke an incident,”
Charles Millard sald.

“If you took his measure by
his commitment to his family,
his faith and his friends, you
would see the magnitude of th~
man,"” the son said,

_ Brooks said. “Hislove, devotion
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“He was such Y Eeadar and so successful

that people who didn't know him saw ondy

lh,at,” his son; Charles Jr. of Rye Brook, NY,

- “sai¢ yesterday, “But he had another side, he
. jc{au'ldbefunny and gesierons and warm, When

7': people. sdw this . second side they were
©cthrilled.”

layad on a lawyer he knew. “Every time the

; -at!urncy went «out of town, Charlie would ar-
“range 1o have statues of ammals placed on his

all - Jawn The: attormey would go out of town and

- “Thres tl'ungs were 1mpﬂnant 1o Chnrhe

- fhe Rev. John Brooks: the cu!legas formar
'premdant said yesterday. “But he alse-had
guite 3 sense of humaor™ ’

hame in Fervwick, Conn., was a memhber of
the board of trustees of Holy Cross for 25

raised $17 million for the school and donated
the Millard Art Center in honor of his hm‘lher.
the late Rey, Dan-Millard,

 After taking over Coca-Cola in 196?, Mr
Miflard helped boost the company’s. Now

. miltion over the next two decades...

“'Leaauc which aimed af improving ¢ uundmnns
fur Aﬂw'm Ameucnns and uihers

]'us farnily, the Catholic faith;and Haly Cross;™ -

Mr. Miilard, 71, who died :,Eslerday i his-

yoars. He led fund-raising campaigns thai -

“York sales From $60 milkion to more than $5{JU_:

He wiis president of the New York Utban -

u when he c_a.me back theee #would be aflock of
il - she:ep

“Mr.. Mlliard ‘born in Patersnn M), could

be i imposing, ot 6 feet, 2 inches tall end more
than 200 pounds. He was the youngest of six
_children, and his father was a coal company.
executive and trusiee of the Yay Gould estale. -

“wine was & happy ard exciting childhood
that was probably parochial in the sense that
1 never sicayed far from New Jersey,” be said

in a-story published in the New York Post {n

the garly L9Ts.
- He said even though he grew up durmg

- World War I, he was oo young te really feel
it” because his family was “comfortably

middle class.” He graduaed from Regis High
School, 2 Jesuit schoo! im Mew York City,

where he later endowed 2 scholarship to Holy |
- Cross, -
) Earher this. YEar, Mr Miljard got national

pubhcﬂy for 2 letter he wrale to Hely Cross

S alumm pmiestmg the invitation of tefevision

host Ch.ns Matthcws tc graduat:lo

anks recalled a serics of jokes Mr. Millard

 the Rev. Michasi C. McFarland, Holy Cro

ate speakers are traditionally offered
ary degrees, and Mr. Mlliar i
Matthews deserved. otie begause o

port of abortion rghts, ..
. “I wnuld have o pruhla

choice -:Ulum.h,” said Mr Millard,l
published in the Globe.-
Matthews got his. hﬂnura
Me. Millard in 1959,
© “He was always challenging the.s
be faithful to its principles. and s

presufant said in @ statamf:nt “Ewven §
didn’t always HEIeE, We were better off for
presence and his wisdom.” -
M, Millard also had another passm-n. one -
not as pubhc as his others, “He loved ice..”
ceeam,” siid his daughter Manreen. of- Ncw L
York City. “He dida’t care what kind it wos”:
s long os it was high quality. [ think it was his -
love of ice cream that defined Rim " - -
Resides kis son and daughter, e ]éa\ré.
wife, Marylou {Slattéry), foar dau
Marylon Ferrara of Hapewe]lTownshJ,
Margaret McGrath of Fairfield,: 1Con
Suzanne Stanners of Gid Sa}'hmk, Cunn ¢
Kathleen Rehm of Darien, Cona.; W SoRs,
Christopher of Atlanta and. Gragury ol
Sowthport, Conn.; -and 24 grandclul' 3
Funeral arrangements’ are mcnmplete
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