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To: Holy Cross Trustees
From: Charlie Millard

No - you are not condemned to be my perpetual pen pal. | simply cannot - in
good conscience — ignore the choice of Chris Matthews as Commencement
Speaker and recipient of an honorary degree, given his public pro-choice
position.

Reduced to its essentials, here is the situation:

» Quite appropriately, Holy Cross has adopted a Statement of Position on
Abortion (attached). '

» Holy Cross Trustees have, in recent years, assiduously and
conscientiously avoided honoring pro-choice advocates, in keeping with
the underlined section of said statement. '

» Chris Matthews is openly pro-choice (cf his book, “Now Let Me Tell You
What | Really Think”, his frequent commentary on Hardball, the question
and answer segment of his Hanify-Howland lecture).

Mitigating factor — his demonstrated loyalty and service to Holy Cross — cannot
offset his clear and public disagreement with one of the college’s and the
Church’'s most sacred tenets.

| ask the following questions:

1. Did the Trustees approve this selection?

2. If not, what was the selection process? ‘

3. How can this be supported, as it is directly antithetical to the college's
specific prohibition?

Beliave me, | write more in sorrow than in anger. | do not like being the nattering
nabob of negativity. | hope that is clear to all, especially Chris, who is a devoted
and loyal son.

We are presented with a Rubik’s Cube: one of our highest profile alumni is
publicly espousing a belief which directly contradicts the College and its Catholic
doctrine. It falis to you to set it straight; and | close with an exhortation to “Lift
High the Cross.”

I make na pretense that this will be easy, but if not you, who?
If not now, when?

igh the Cross!

>
Cc.  Chris Matthews Ll

Note: The administration, quite properly, withdrew a similar offer to Archbishop
Weakland last year.
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GFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
December 11, lagl
TO: Faculty and Administration ngf“‘
FROM: John E. Brooks, S. J., President{. /{Ei’ j/)'

SUBJECT: The College’s Statement of Positigh on Abortion

Late last spring, as most of you are aware, the Student
Government Association voted to recognize Students fer
Choice as an officially spensored College organization. as
is required, the 8GA then referred the matter te the Cellege
Administration for approval. In response to the SGA’s
request, the Administration prepared the accompanying
Statement of Position op Abortion, which hag been approved
by the Board of Trustees. T subseguently sent the Statement
to the SGA co-ckairs in a letter dated 19 November 1991,

I nad antigipated that the Statement would be printed in an
issue of The usader before the fall term ended. Singe The
‘Crusader published its last fall iseye before it coulg print
the Statement, however, I am railing a copy te each of you,

As you will see from reading the Statement, the
Administration and Trustees have attempted to balance a
number of competing claims in raking this decision. on the
one hand we wish to affirm Catholic teaching on akortion;
this requires us to deny official recognition to Students
for Chuice. oOn the other hand we affirm the freedom of
inguiry that is basic to an intellectual community such as
this. No faculry member, therefore, need doubt the
College’s continuing commitment, as outlined in Chapter VIIX
of The gStatutes, to the principles regarding academic
freedon.
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College of the Holy Cross

Statement of Position on Abb.rtion o

As a Catholic and Jesuit undergraduate liberal arts college in the late
twentieth century, Holy Cross aftempts to be faithful to two important
intellectual traditions. Each tradition values human reason deepﬁf even
as it understands reason somewhat differently from the other,

One community derives most recently from the modern Enlightenment.
It places human reason at the center of historical reality, affirms its
autonomy, and calls upon us to acknowledge, nurture, and preserve
such basic rights as freedom of inquiry, of speech, and of religion.

The other community derives from those who have confessed faith in .
Jesus as the Christ. This community affirms the goodness and dignity
of all of creation, including human beings, as a free gift of divine love.
In receiving the self-revelation of the divine as a gift, and in discovering
the dignity and destiny of human beings in this loving relation with the
divine, this community does not take the presence of human beings or
human reason for granted. The origins and ends of the human are
caught up in the mystery of the divine-human relationship. While this
community deeply affirms the dignity and calling of human reason, it
does not see reason as autonomous. Reason unfolds, rather, in the
context of a dialogue with the diving's ongoing self-revelation. This
revelation is not a set of dogmatic propositions possessed and
guarded as "the Truth” by some authoritarian institution. It belongs
rather, along with reason, to our ongoing experience of the divine-
human relationship. Nevertheless, this relationship has a history, and
the intelligence of this community respects this history and recognizes
its authority even as it continues to search for truth,

Today both of these intellectual communities affirm the dignity of each
human being and uphoid each individual's basic rights to freedom of
inquiry, of speech, and of religion. Indeed, it is an abstraction to
separate these communities sharply, since Christian faith has sought
understanding in ways that have drawn it into dialogue with both the
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Greek and modern Enlightenments. On many of the issues that
concern the College, there is no tension between these two
communities. On an issue like abortion, however, tensions can and do
arise, and the College must find a way to balance the ciaims made by
its commitment to each of them.

As a Catholic and Jesuit undergraduate liberal arts college, Holy Cross
affirms the responsibility of any community to examine its commitments
intelligently. This kind of self-examination is best carried out in a
context where differences are honestly acknowledged and genuine
dialogue between peoples with different points of view is fostered. The
College, therefore, has no desire to suppress intelligent discussion and
debate on issues such as abortion.

Nevertheless, Holy Cross wishes publicly to affirm and bear witness to
catholic Christianity’s longstanding insight that all of human life is
sacred in the mystery of its origins and that abortion thus cannot be
condoned. The College understands that the individual has the
responsibllity to make her or his own conscientious judgment on the
issue of abortion. It also asserts, however, that as a community it has
a right and responsibility to profess that, in the light of revelation,
abortion is morally wrong. The College, therefore, will not grant official

recognition_to_any organization that seeks to or is perceived to
advance a_ri lon, nor will it allow College funds 1o be used

to such purpose,

The College makes this affirmation, not as an authoritarian gesture
intended 10 impose upon ofhers a sei of valugs" that are bayond
intelligent questioning, but as an intelligent and responsible affirmation
of catholic Christianity’s most basic ‘insights about the mystery of
human living and dying. As such, it has an obligation, intrinsic to its

mission, both to foster deeper understanding of these insights and to
bear witness to their truth. . .
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