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WORCESTER — A Westhoro
Duginessman, whe earlier erit-
clzed the College of the Holy
Cross for allowing the produc- -
tirn of “The Vagina Mono-
1ogues™ o CRMPAIE, yesterdsy
praized the school's president
. for denyingpayment of a speak-
1’3 fea to a fenainist on grounds
that ghe would embarrass the
campus communiiy.

Wictor 3. Melfa, 8 1857 gradu-
ate of Holy Cross and founder
ang CEQ of The Tralning Asso-
. ciates Corp., said he and oiher
supporters of the drive to bring
back Catholicism te the Holy
Cross campus are pleased with
the Rev. Michael ©. McFar-
land's decisicn.

The Jesuit president refused
to use college funds to pay the
ﬁNspenkingfeeat‘FraneesKis—
Sﬁng.presidenmeathulimﬁur
a Free Choice, ap abortion
rightsgroup.Asares’nlt.ﬁwuitf
members cn the women's stud
tps committee canceled her Nov., -
4 campns appearance. Ms. Kis

‘sling was offered an off-campus
venue, but she declined to ac-

e notified our sUpporters
tumngraﬁﬁatehjm,"mr.h{ell'a
said. “We question why the
women's siudies department
was 50 bald as to invite her in

the first place. Why did they

!hinkmey conld get away with
M. Mielfs joined protesterson

_ a bitter February day this year

puatside the eollege 1o chject to
the production of “The Vagina
wonologues.” While he sup-
ports raising awareness of
women's rights, he said at the
fime the play crossed the lineof

decency.
He speculated fhat RBev.

McFarland may have decided to -

forhid payment of the speaking
fee out of embarrassment over
the play. L
In a letter to professor Mary
Hobgood in the religious studies
nt, the president said
that If M, Kissling spoke oo
campus it would be "an embar-
rassmenito the institution” and
*decply offensive to meny pet-
ple here.”
Ms.gisslina;sajdshepbannad
to talk about abuse of powar in
the Boman Catholic Church
through afeminist lens on such
topics asthe sexual exploitation
of Catholic nuns by Catholic
priests, the clergy scanidal 1
volving abuse of chil-

in--

in be oriesis and holding the
church accountable In formums
guch as the United Nations.

© vThp women's studies group
made a mistake in taking it

upon themselves to cancel the

lecture oo campus when the

tdid not demand thisof -

them,” Ms. Kissling said yester-

pulative and unfair,”
aeoording 0 his lefter. |

- He criticized the WOmEN'S
- studies committes for not bav-

mgbetteriudgmentinseiﬂctmn
of a speaker, saying that there
aré many who are advocaies of
strong feminist posltions. in-
dluding eritiques of the Catholic
Church and its hierarchy, who
would have been scceptable
choices,

sginns we do have a policy of
allowing virtnaily anyone who
iz invited tospeak here, Fou Can,.

if you insist, extend the invita- -

tion although Thave toteliyoul
caningt defend the decision and
will not attempt to do so,” be
wrote: .
Thepresident was nofon cam-

puas yesterday and not available .

for comment.

In a statement he pent by e
mail to a concerned Catholle
from Albany, M.Y., who conr
‘tacted him after his declslon

MeFarland said Ms. Kisaling's
on campus would be
“ap insult toa large part of our

comamunity. From the point of

view of someone respansible for
the instituting and the comma-
nity it represents, I think these

a:el&giﬂmatemnﬂermanditisr

pmperfurmtoe:prmﬂmm."
Professor Hobgood, director
of the women's studies pro-
gram,saidthecummilmedecid-
ed to cancel the on-campus
h becanse WOIDED 00
faculty felt that this was not the
time to bring Ms. Kissling to
Huoly Cross. -
“Feminists on campus find
this a difficult time,” she said.
“L{yyﬁeisdiﬁnu]teaonsﬁright

She would not be specificas to
the reasons for the difficulikes,
aiihough she said the Cathelic
Chursh 1s not known for its lar-
goss toward women.

“Historically, the Catholie
Charch 15 3 palriarchal Institu-
tion,” she said. “Things get dif-
ficult when identogical comtro-
versies are with per-

d:en,dengingwumenﬂ:e:ight

was published Friday, Rev.

Critic lauds Cross for refusing to pay feminist

Ms. Hobgood said the two are
guite different.

s, Kisgli ghe said, speaks
the truth about abuses in the
church and social transforma-

speaker

tion within thes church, two
gubjects that make people fieel
much mere valnerable then the -
play’s focus oh Women's sexual-
ity and sexual abuse.
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