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AMDG
Four Alumni of

The College of the Holy Cross
Care of E. Kirby, 379 Harvard Street, Whitman MA 02382

September, 2001

Dear fellow alummmms,

We are sending this to alumni of the classes of 1930 to 1970, the last classes that experienced
Holy Cross’ intense core curriculum of religion and philosophy. We worry about the
secularization of the college, begun in the 197("s and continuing today. The Jesuit Superior
General, Peter Hans Kolvenbach, SJ, recently told Father John Henry Neuhaus, editor of First
Things: "For some (Jesuit) universities, it is probably too late to restore their Catholic character.”

Here are a few of many indications of secularization’s growth at the college:

«  Half or more of the faculty (which controls curriculumn) is non-Catholic, as 1s the Dean of
Students, good people, but symbolic of the change.

» The new President, able Father Michael C. McFarland 8J, faces faculty opposition to his hope
of re-emphasizing courses in philosophy and religion, establishing a real core of studies for
the 95% Catholic smdent body. ‘

e The H.C. Magazine (Spring 2001) touts an alumnus’ success asa disc jockey for MTV, that
the Wall Street Journal (4/21/01) says broadcasts “gross humor, sex and worse 10 teenagers.”
The Federal Trade Commission reports that MTV targets children with ads for recordings
with “adult lyrics™ (Associated Press, by Gina Holland, April 2001).

e Homosexual and bisexual groups, whose constitutions are net in accord with a letter from
Cardinal Ratzinger to the Bishops, are funded by the College while the Campus K of C
council receives none. In October, a month the college traditionally dedicated to honoring
the Virgin Mary each year the college now observes Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Week.

«  Former Harvard Law School Professor Harold Berman has said he and his colleagues have
been disappointed in their discussions at Catholic universities about moral issues (e.g.
assisted suicide). becanse instead of presenting a Catholic perspective they offer the same
opinions heard from Harvard faculty.

e  See a student profile produced in 1999 by the Director of the Chaplain’s Office, reproduced
on the reverse of this letter.

We are proud of the widely recognized acadernic achievements, the welcoming atmosphere, the
heritage shared by the students, their service to others, the recent athletic successes, all the
wonderful things that are integral to the College of the Holy Cross, some old, some new. That’s
why we want to preserve its “Catholic character” and help the College to tum back from secular-
ization. If you agree, please sign and return the enclosed posteard. Your comments, of course,
are welcome, but if vou agree please send the card too. The President and Trustees need to know
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ocean, my journal, music, the
Bible, praying, friends, music,
family, the Chapel,
Narragansett, music, the

_ Eucharist, 11:00 Mass, music,
boyfriends, girlfriends, candles,
music.
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Our students:

Do not go to mass regularly Do pray quite regularly

Do not go to confession Do yearn for intimacy

See very little relationship Do yearn for community -

between sex and faith/religion Are extremely generous .’

Do not hold themselves Do volunteer regularly

accountable to much church and love it

teaching do cherish group

Do not know much of what the experiences

Church teaches do crave retreats

Do not have any devotion to the are able to make great use

saints of silence and

Come from families that do not reflection time

attend mass regularly when it is offered

Are very active sexually to them

Seldom experience the Church as do pay close attention to

healing homilies

Often experience the church as do like to talk one-cn-one

alienating with Chaplains
and other adults

do get involved with

liturgy when they
are invited

Do find God in lots of places:

musie, friends, nature, the

[ g

The above is a copy of a student profile written by Kim McElaney,

Director of the Chaplain’s Office at the College of the Holy Cross

and distributed by her to those attending her lecture as part of the

Spring 1999 event “Classroom Revisited ", attended by alumni and
alumnae.



Response Card To Mr. Kirby

DATE

To the President, Trustees, Deans and Faculty of the College of the Holy
Cross:

As an alumnus of Holy Cross I admire the progress the College has made
in many ways, but I am deeply concerned about the extent of its
secularization. I support appropriate measures to correct that condition
and preserve Holy Cross’ Catholic character. I support the re-establish-
ment of a core of studies in philosophy and religion.

SIGNATURE AND YEAR OF GRADUATION TELEPHONE

STREET CITY STATE & ZIP
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