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WORCESTER. Mass. — Fro-
life amd Catholic watchdop grouwps
roubled by 12 Cathuolic cofleges
henoring pro-shorion commense-
ment speakers have mct silence
when trying tn appeal o college
presidents and bishops cegarding
Lheir conuerns.

A11he College of the Holy Cross
in Worcester, Mass., an alumnus
and former hoard of testees chair-
man received po response o three
lediers he sent 1o the coliege detail-
ing his epposition Lo i1s selection of
Chris Malihews —— alumnus. mathor
g host of MSNACS “Hardball
wAth Chris Mothews™ — o speak
and receive an honorary degree ot
commencement by 23,

Makthews. 1 E964 praduate of
ihe college, has repeated his pro-
abonion stance hoth on his 1elevi-
sion show and in his 2001 book.
feae Ler Me Toll You Whet § Really
Think.

Alumnps Chirles Millard. who
served on the boasd of wrustess for
27 years and sent ali edght of lis
children to fesuit-run Hoby Cross,
[icst woiced concemns Lo the neslees
in March shoot Matthews' public
peo-ahorkinn vigses. His ibree lelters
inckaded copies of she “Cullege
Position on Abordon” and the
Jesuin pubeation “Stamling for the
Unbom.”

16 2 Enlerview from his home in
Frorida, Mifkard said he dsn'l irying
10 st Matthews o speaking but
does ahject 1o hoooring him wilh a
depree.

“The distinclion s that the col-
lege is giving a public honor o
sopmecne who i5 Un suppurl of afkr-
tiom,” % said-

In Millards fisal dcler to dhe
frustees, he proposed o soluticn —
the addition of this disclaimer 4o the
degree: .

“We honor our loval sop tnday.
As we do. we disassociate Lhe col-
lege from his pro-cholce posidon
on aberlion and peasy Eor a change
of beart o line with wie Chuarch
teaching o aborlion, so eloqueatly
ser forth in the recent Soviely ulf
Jesis document. 'Standing, or the
Unborm.™
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Breaking News
Responding to

pressure, Paul Harvey

pulled out of Quincy

- Universily's ceremony at
press time for this page.

After all of Mibterd’s letiers
went wnanswered, on April 19 ke
“wpry reluctuntly” took his con-
cems pubfic,

Holy Cross spokeswoman
Kathy McNamara would swf <om-
menl an why no onc at the school
responded 1o the former chainman
or oy whether the school pekaowl-
edped Matlhews a5 pro-aboriien.
Phone calls to Mathews' offices
wepe ot relwmed.

McKarmara did conficm  that
Matthews would sill receive she
homerary degree.

[n a slaement issued by college
Presideni Fathar Michael
heFacland, 5.3, called bAaflacd™s
rharcterization  of  bathews
“toacenrae”

“Chris has w0l gquestioned (he
Calhofic Chureh's  Fendamental
teacking an e moeakily of abor-
vion,” Fatlver MoFarkand said in the
statement, "“Where he would differ
from some Cathuolics 3s on the role
of goverament and how elfective
governmeent con be in conlralling
ahetiicn in a sociely like ours. This
is & matter of practical judgment
Ui is arguable within the frame-
wiork of Catholic thought,”

Hewwever, Matthews” siate-
merls on “Hardball™ and quoles
frog his bonk seem to cleacly
define his posiiion on abuorlion as
one fhet is very much outside
Catholic teaching.

In a 2002 interview with Al
Gore, Matthews stated, “I'm pro-
choice™ That February, in anoaher
inlerview. he tokd o goest, *1'm for
shertien cghts” I hiz hook
Matthews WEDLE, “Clinton
prestised to make ahortion safe,
legal and rare. 5tll needed is a

president whe will make and keep
such a promise.”

Father Richard Fohn Meubaus,
edilgr of Firs Tiings and president
of the Religion and Public Lile
Institute, said he was “decply puz-
zled by the statement of Father
McFardand  that  Mr.  Chris
Maithews" public position on abos-
lion s ‘allowable in Catholic
thowught.* The anthontative teaching
of the Catholic Church ... is thal
just government uneguivocaily
seguires the legal prodection of the
unpore.”

He continued, saying Matihews
“shoukd net be honered as an exesl-
plary Catholic Layman by an instite-
lion that inlends [0 be credibly
Calholic,”

Others Concerned

Tliklard was nod the ooly person
1o coalacd the schoal with concens.
Also weighing in at Holy Cress and
gevera] other «Catholic campuses
henoring pro-aborlion speakers was
a coalition of organizaiions headed
by the Cardinal Newman Society,
an oopanization that seeks 1o eestore
Catholie ideniity in Catholic col-
leges, and the American Life
League.

In each instance, said Cardinal
Mewman Society president Patrick
Reilly, the group contacted the
schook presidents and Joce! bishops
and cardinals with the message that
“Fawning over public dissenters on
a fundamental teaching of the
Chuorch seveds a tertble messape [0
your Catholic studemts and other
Catholics.”

American Life Leaguee president
Judie Brown said her organization

was especialky concemed about the
selection of (he Saochez sislers al
Mount §L Mary's College outside
Laos Angeles. Reps. Lortta and
Linda Ssnchez, both Califomia
Democrats, hold the distioclien of
being the fiesl sisters ever 10 serve
in Congress ak the same Wme, and
both are sery pro-abootion.

Loreiin Sanchez received a
1% cating Erom MARAL Fro-
Choice America {fomerly the
Nanional Abortion and Repro-
ductive Rights Action League) in
32 and woted against a panial-
birth abortion bap-

She alsp spoasered an amend-
ment 1o the Department ef Delense
Authorization Act le force over-
seas mililary hospitals o0 offer
abortions.

First-ferm congresswosnan Lin-
da Sanchez, who previously
worked fer the Matipnal Organ-
ization fer Women, helds similar
ViEwWs.

“] am very comcerned about
womern's repredaciive health and 2
woman's fight o choose,” she said
in @ February inerview with
Womren's E-Wews, "Over {ime. we
have seen a subtle but pemicious
erosion of Fee v Wade"

Brown suid Amersican Lile
League received a0 response (0

MAEL

letters it sent lo Mounl §1. Mary's
president Jacqueline Powess Doud
and Cardinal Roger Mahony ask-
ing them. to cancel the sisters”
appeearance.

Mational Hispanics Eor Life and
Monrovians  Against  Planned
Parenthood are slso profesting the
Mounk Si. Mary's speaker selec-
tion Moarnt Si. Mary's and the con-
gressinnal offices of Linda and
Loreita Sanchezr did not relurn
phone calls.

At Fesuit LeMoyne Cellege in
Mew York, spokesman fog Della
Posla said Kery Keonedy Cuommo
— who has campaigned for both
her hushand, Andress. amd her
father-in-law, former Mew' York
gor. Mario Cuomo, on their abr-
tiocn-rights ptaMorms — was chosen
partly for her “close personal
friendship” with the cotlege presi-
dent Bl pimarily for her work in
Emmen tghts.

Saying 1hal abortion rights
“ywasnt readly a big parl of her cain-
paigning,” Della Posla said the col-
fege has received Tew ohjecdions
fromm alamnk, farents or stadents,
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Questionable Speakers

P 5t. Peler's College in Jersey
City, N.). — Hew Jersey Supezior
Court judge Regipald Stapton,
who has advocaled abortion rights
and in 1985 opdered a Catholic
hespital to withhold outrition and
thus slarve 1 patient to death in
accordance with her wishes.

W Boston College Law Schod —
Supreme Cowt Justice Stephen
Breyer, who has defended and
upheld the Rae v Wade decision-

» College Miscricordia in Datlas,
Pa. — Cokie and Sleven Roberts,
wha have upheld the right to ator-
tion in theie jeint-syndicated col-
ugnn Ay Lmes.

W Niagara Univessily in Mew Yark
— fonner Massachusetts Gov, Poul
Cellucci, a public advecate of

ahpstion rights and homesexwal
dghts. -
» College of 5L Joseph in Rueland,
Wi, — Vermont Gov. Fames Doug-
las, who campaigncd with a pro-
abortion pesition and has publicly
endersed abortion rights.”

W Quincy University in Mew York
— maddic broadcaster Paut Hacvey. a
public adwocate of sbottion cights.
B Marist College in Poughkeepsic,
MY, — MNew York Auvomey
General Eliol Spitzer, a poblic
sdvocate of aborlion rights.

B Aquinas College in  Cieand
Rapids, Mich. — civil-rights
aclivist Roges Wilkins, 2 public
advecale of aboion rights,

® University of Seranton, Pa. —
Chris Malthews.
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