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As the Bishop of Scranton, I have chosen vot to atenq the gradustion ceremony at

The University of Scragion hecause it appears that one of the recipicnts of an honorary

degree, Mr, Chris Matthews, ¢spoused a viewpoint on abortion which Catholies believe to

be contrary to the morsi lawy,

Bishop John M. Dougherty has, lizewise, choser not to attend ihe pradoation

ceremony at College Misericordia, Dallas, becanse certain bonoress of that institmtion also

espouse views in favar of abortion,

I sm certain that The University of S’uranmn ald College Misericordia acted in good
faith in this instamce, and that they do not see themselves lending support to any pro-
abortion or pre~choice position. However, my lnn gstanding public position is that I will not
appear whea my presence conld possibly be seen ae supportive of pro-choice oy pro- |

abar{ion views,

Let it be Ionown that there is neither personal por institotional animosity between
the Bighops and these prestivions institntions. The Presidents and the Bishops respect one
another, enjoy au excellent relationship andl will continue to work closely together for the

good of all concerned.



