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Holy Cross speaker’s
‘view on abortion
stirs alumnus to protest

Chris Matthews calls
himself pro-choice,
Jormer trustee says

By William T. Clew

A former.chairman of trustees
at the College of the Holy Cross
has asked the ¢ollege to disasse-
ciate itself from what he called
Lhe pro-choice posnmn ‘on abor-
tion of this year's commence-

- ment speaker, Cliris Matthews.

" Mr. Matthews, who graduated

" from Holy Cross in 1967, is an -

- author and is host of the televi-
sion show “Hardball”  on
MSNBC. In additioh to being the

- featured speaker at the 137th
Holy Cross commencement May
23 at Fiwon Field, Mr. Matthews

" will reeeive an honorary degtree.
Charles E. F. Millard said in a
telephone intciview Wednesday

.that he has no. abjection to-the .

school honoring Mr. Matthews
as long as the college disassoci-
ates iiself from his abortion
stand. Mr. Millard is a graduale
of Holy Cross in 1954 and was
chairman of trustecs [rom 1877
o 1982, '

‘A spokeswoman for the col-

‘lege * took issue with Mr.
Millawd’s accusation. Katharite
B. McNamara, director of public
affairs at Holy Ctoss, said Mr.
11‘-f.lauhew\v. position on abortion
'1s "tiol inconsistent thh the posi-
" tion of the Churchi or' the col-
“lege.” She said she thinks it is
sad that people inisrepresent Mr,
. Matthews' position and “take
petly jabs at Holy Cross,”

She said Jesuit © Father
“Michael C. McFarland, presicent
of Holy Cross, bas had sevcral
conversalions ~ with  Mr.
'Matthews on the subjcel of abor-

" tion. The college presidént said -
 Mr. Matthews “vicws' abottion as

momlly wrong.”

 Father McPFarland said Mr.
Mauhem differs from s0Mme
" Catholics on how inlrusive gov-

*ermunent should be in controlling |

. abortion, That is a maiter of prac-
! pcnl judgment and is" a]]uwable
in Catholic thought, he said.

al meanings, Some would say i

. 'means ji s “possible that any

" woman' ma ‘have an_abortion,
 Othiers’ wonld ‘object to goveéin-
ment enforcin Togral pnnc:ipll:s
" Hé Said there. 1y o “pver-simpli-
- “fied ‘putity, tml for honoress, If
we check@d theit wnfanmly
with " eyery ‘foint jn Catholic
teaching, we would have no hon-
orees, including Mr. Millard.”
He said he has received “a
handful™ ‘of letters about Mr.
|, Matthews [tom alumni who hisve

" criticized Holy Cmm fur b(.mg

oo secular. '/

in a press rLle:ase. M.r Mlllan.l :

said he wrole to the college

- administrativn gnd trustees of his

' Christianity's

objection to an honorary degree
for Mr. Matthews March 14 and
April 2. He said he was disap-
 poitted in the Tack of response.
He said Wednesday that he has
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not yet heard anything from the

trusiees or the college. He said he
has some support lrom alumni
who know about his objeetion.
He said Father MeFarland
atd the irusiees “have a unigue
opportunity 1o ‘stand for the
unbom” snd affirm the teaching
of the Church, he Society of
Jesus and the college. Failute to

do so would be a stark repudia- |

tion of the right 10 life.”

He said he did not wanl to
einbarrass Holy Cross by making
his objection public, but said he
had no alternative “given the
silence of the administration and
the hoard (of trusless) but most
important, given Lhe significance
of the college’s prolife princi-

" ples.”

- Mr. Millard said that, Mr.
Mallliews has said “five or six

times” on Lis television program,
. "Hatiball,” that he is pro-choice,
_For example, Mr. Millard said

that in June 1999, Mr. Mathews
said in a discussion on the pro-
gram that he is “pro-choice.” Mr.
Millard said that Mr. Matthews
then was asked why he used that
“term after saying people should

say what the mean on (he sub-

Jject. According 1o Mr, Millard,
Mr. Manhews said he used lhe
pro-chou.e terin because “pecple
“know what we're ta[lung aboul.
"1'm For abortion rights."”

" He said Mr. Malthews also
said that he was for aborion

" righls in a discussion with former
¥Vice President Al Gore on a pro-

gram in December 2002,

Botl Ms. McNarmara and Mr.
Millard cited ‘Mr, Matthews'
book, “Now, Lel Me Tell You
What I Really Think," to back
their slalemenls.

" In atachments to his press
release, Mr. Millard included a
copy of d “Stalement ol Position
. ¢n Abortion” issucd by HHoly
'Cross in 1991, The slatement
“said, in part, that the collcge s

“no. desire Lo, suppress intelligent
: dnsaussmn and debate on issues
"He'suid pro-thoice has sever-

Tsisch-ag. abnrtmn

. “Nevertheless, Holy C‘nosq

wishes' publicly to affirm and.

'Catholic
longstandmg
mslghl that all of hurnan life is

- hear  witdess

. ﬂacred in the myslc!'y of ils ori-

ging and that’ abumun thus can-
‘ot | be condoned.”

"The college, therefore,
will uot granl official recognilion
to any organization that ¢ks o

~ oris pereeived to advance a right

1o abortion, nor will it allow col-
lepe funds to bé used to such a
purpose.”

Mr. Millard indicated that he
gent copies of his correspon-

- dence wilh the cullegc o Mr
- Matthews. :
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