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HOLY CROSS CARDINAL NEWMAN SOCIETY PRESIDENT TO RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS 2002 EX CORDE ECCLESIAE AWARD 

FROM NATIONAL CARDINAL NEWMAN SOCIETY


Worcester, MA, October 21, 2002 -- The Cardinal Newman Society, a national organization focused on supporting Catholic colleges and universities in the development of their religious identity, has selected Victor J. Melfa to receive its 2002 Ex corde Ecclesiae Award for significant contributions to the renewal of Catholic higher education.  

“Ex corde Ecclesiae” is Latin for “heart of the Church” and is the title of a 1990 document issued by Pope John Paul II to set guidelines for Catholic colleges and universities.

The “Ex corde Ecclesiae” award is presented annually at a ceremony in Washington, D.C to honor individuals with the vision, determination and leadership to create strong Catholicity in colleges and universities. This year’s award will be presented on November 9, 2002. Other individuals also receiving awards at the 2002 ceremony include Thomas Monaghan, founder of Domino’s Pizza and Rev. Joseph Fessio, S.J., Chancellor of Ave Maria University.  Former U.S. Senator and Admiral Jeremiah Denton will give the keynote address.

Melfa, a resident of Westborough, Massachusetts, is CEO and owner of The Training Associates Corporation, a national provider of technology trainers to leading information technology training centers, consulting companies and partners such as Microsoft and IBM. The firm has its headquarters in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts.

“Vic is a model for other alumni of Catholic colleges who are concerned that changes during the past 40 years have produced dissenting faculties, declining academic standards, and student behavior that is far removed from Christian living,” said Patrick Reilly, founder and President of the Cardinal Newman Society.  “His activism is effective because he has a genuine love for his alma mater, a respectful demeanor toward Holy Cross leaders, and an unflinching resolve to ensure that his college’s Catholic identity is not trampled upon from within.”

Melfa founded the Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society in May, 2002 as an independent association of Holy Cross College alumni and other interested parties. The association was formed following a mail campaign by other alumni designed to convince college administrators that significant revisions in the core curriculum were necessary.  What has become known as the “Letter from Four Alumni” was mailed to more than 10,000 Holy Cross graduates and received thousands of positive responses and financial contributions.  The Society actively seeks reforms at Holy Cross College including a core curriculum rooted in Catholic theology and philosophy, a majority of Catholic faculty, theologians agreeing not to teach heresy, and an end to college support of immoral sexual and homosexual activities and events like the pornographic play “The Vagina Monologues”.  
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The Society scored a major success in June, 2002, with its “Catholic Identity Seminar” at the college during the alumni reunion weekend.  Organizers expected 50 participants, but an overflow crowd of more than 150 alumni gathered to hear four prominent speakers describe the problems and solutions to the college’s Catholic identity.

“Especially in the midst of the priest-sex scandals, Catholic colleges should be leading the way in the New Evangelization of the Church and society,” Melfa said.  “Holy Cross, as the premier boutique ‘liberal arts Jesuit Catholic college’, should be turning out the many needed lay and religious leaders to proclaim, explain and defend the full truth of our Roman Catholic faith.”

“I am doing this because I love my faith and loved my Catholic Jesuit education at the Cross, and because I have been upset over the years with the changes I noticed,” Melfa said.  “I believe that if we, as Holy Cross alumni, let this continue without exposing and attempting to correct it, we are just as guilty as the college.”

About The Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society (HCCNS)

HCCNS was formed on May 14, 2002 by Victor J. Melfa, Class of 1957, with assistance and support from many Holy Cross Alumni and concerned individuals. The activities of The Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society have been covered extensively by The National Catholic News Service and several regional Catholic and commercial daily and weekly newspapers.  Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society delivers e-mail messages to thousands of alumni relating events and issues at Holy Cross, and has a robust web site with letters, documentation, a public forum, supporter names and valuable resources and links.  

For more information, visit: http://www.HolyCrossCardinalNewmanSociety.org
For additional information on the national Cardinal Newman Society, visit: http://www.cardinalnewmansociety.org/
Vic Melfa Biography

Victor J. Melfa, President, Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society, founded the organization in May, 2002. The Society is an independent association of Holy Cross College alumni and other interested parties, and   receives advice from the national Cardinal Newman Society in Washington, D.C. 

The Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society (HCCNS) is dedicated to the renewal of the Catholic identity of Holy College. The Society delivers news and e-mail messages to thousands of alumni relating events, issues and  updates at Holy Cross, and has a robust web site, (www.HCCNS.org) with letters, documentation, a public forum, supporter names and valuable resources and links.  

Vic received a B.S. in Physics from The College at Holy Cross in 1957. As a student, he was first in his Physics Class winning the Nugent Gold Medal. He also won the Crompton Scientific Essay Gold Medal and graduated 10th out of a class of 450. He was active in other activities at the college as a Sodalist, Mass Server, member of the Aquinas Philosophy Circle roundtable, founder and President of the Holy Cross Physics Club, and Editor of the Cross Product Physics Journal.

After graduation from Holy Cross, Vic received an M.A. in Physics from Columbia University in 1959,  and an MBA from Northeastern University in 1970. He was awarded technical appointments at the Los Alamos National Laboratory in 1956 and Naval Research Laboratory in 1957.  He has also been an adjunct professor at Boston University and Boston College in the 1960’s - 1970’s, where he taught and developed technical and management courses. 

Vic has over 40 years experience as an entrepreneur, CEO, and has been in the forefront of the computer development, consulting, distribution and training industries for many years.  He founded The Training Associates Corporation in 1994, and the firm has grown to become one of America’s most innovative IT Trainer Staffing and Consulting companies. The firm, based in Shrewsbury, MA, is the largest national provider of technology trainers to leading information technology training centers, consulting companies and technology partners such as Microsoft, IBM, Cisco, Novell, Oracle and other industry leaders.

Prior to The Training Associates, Vic was founder and CEO of Vitronix, a $75 million Systems Integrator. The firm was an education and training partner for Microsoft, Novell and Oracle, and the largest regional U.S. distributor for  Sun, Unix and IBM RS 6000/Unix. Vic was named a New England Entrepreneur of the Year Finalist and CEO of an INC. 500 Fastest Growing Company several times.

He is a founder of both CompTIA (Computer Technology Industry Association), the largest international association for computing professionals, and ITTA (Information Technology Training Association).

Vic is active in his church, St. Luke’s in Westborough, MA, as a Lector and in the Pro Life and Men’s Discussion Groups. He is also a cooperator in Opus Dei, and an active member of the Knights of Columbus, Legatus and the Diocesan Sodality of our Lady. 

He is married to Judith (Agbay) of Worcester, has three children and grandchilden living in Westboro, Shrewsbury and Greenwich, CT. 
Photo Link

http://www.hccns.org/Vic/VicPics.zip  (different file formats)
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For additional information and to arrange interviews:

Contact Person:

Joseph Allan, Public Relations 

Contact Numbers: 
T:  508.890.8500, Ext 324; FX:  508.890.8658
 
Email Address:

joea@allangrp.com
