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Bishop Backs Out of Holy Cross Commencement Ceremony 
Worcester’s Bishop Reilly Refuses to Share Stage With Chris Matthews

FALLS CHURCH, VA (May 22, 2003) – Following protests by alumni and Cardinal Newman Society, the national organization dedicated to strengthening Catholic identity at Catholic colleges and universities, Worcester Bishop Daniel Reilly has backed out of tomorrow’s commencement ceremony at the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts.

Bishop Reilly will not attend the ceremony on May 23, because MSNBC commentator and abortion-rights advocate Chris Matthews will give the commencement address and receive an honorary degree.  In his television commentary and newspaper columns, Matthews has publicly declared “I’m for abortion rights,” even appearing to endorse partial-birth abortion for severely handicapped babies.
“Holy Cross will confer an honorary degree on a Catholic person who publicly espouses the view that, in some cases, people have a right to terminate a life in the womb,” Bishop Reilly announced yesterday.  “I cannot let my presence imply support for anything less than the protection of all life at all its stages.”

Alumni have protested the selection of Matthews, led by the Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society (www.hccns.org) and Charles Millard, who chaired the Holy Cross board of trustees from 1977-1982 and served another 22 years as a trustee.  Rev. Richard John Neuhaus, editor of First Things magazine and president of the Religion & Public Life Institute, also weighed in last month with a statement critical of the college.

Holy Cross president Rev. Michael McFarland, S.J., has responded to the protests by falsely claiming that Matthews’ views are consistent with Catholic teaching.
The Cardinal Newman Society protest is part of its annual survey of commencement speakers whose public actions and statements are opposed to Catholic teaching.  See www.cardinalnewmansociety.org for a complete list.  The Society has teamed up with the American Life League (www.all.org), which is also protesting pro-abortion commencement speakers as part of its “Crusade for the Defense of our Catholic Church.”

 “When will our college leaders realize that there are thousands of upstanding, admirable people out there who deserve these honors?  Fawning over abortion advocates and Catholic dissenters is not what Catholics expect from Catholic institutions,” said Patrick Reilly, president of Cardinal Newman Society.  “Support for abortion rights is not something that we should encourage Catholic college students to emulate.”
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