-----------------------------------------------------------

INSIDE THE BELTWAY 

John McCaslin

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

-----------------------------------------------------------

CATHOLIC THOUGHT

    

     Now it's Chris Matthews who is embroiled in a public dispute

surrounding the commencement appearance he's scheduled to make at his

Catholic alma mater, the College of the Holy Cross in Massachusetts. 

     Catholic World News reports that the Jesuit institution in Worcester

has come under fire from alumni groups and others for inviting the

Washington-based commentator of MSNBC — who is described as a "supporter of

legal abortion" — back to the campus. 

     Since complaints from the alumni groups, CWN reports, the Holy Cross

chapter of the Cardinal Newman Society, as well as Charles Millard, the

former longtime chairman of the school's board of trustees, have joined in

the criticism. 

     Mr. Millard is slated to receive an alumni award at the commencement

this month. 

     But Father Michael McFarland, president of Holy Cross, has gone beyond

criticizing the groups and individuals who oppose Mr. Matthews' appearance,

and said that the commentator's support for abortion is "allowable in

Catholic thought." 

     Father McFarland's statement, in and of itself, is causing an uproar in

the Catholic community. 

     The priest's position "is clearly incompatible with the teachings of

Pope John Paul II and the Catholic Church," CWN says. 

     Father McFarland also lashed out at his college's alumni, saying they

have "no authority whatsoever to dictate what is 'Catholic.' " 

     "If we checked their conformity with every point in Catholic teaching,

we would have no honorees, including Charlie Millard," the college president

said. 

     Mr. Matthews was out of town yesterday and not available for comment. 
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